
 

Open letter to the governments of France, Germany and Spain, shareholders 

of Airbus SE, calling for Airbus to use its leverage to stop AVICõs continued 

transfers of aircraft and associated equipment  

to the criminal Myanmar military junta, or divest  

 

To:  

Antoine Armand, Minister of the Economy, Finance, Industrial and Digital Sovereignty of France  

Jean-Noël Barrot, Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs of France  

Christian Lindner, Federal Minister of Finance of Germany  

Dr. Robert Habeck, Federal Minister for Economic Affairs and Climate Action of Germany  

Annalena Baerbock, Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs of Germany  

María Jesús Montero, First Vice President and Minister of Finance of Spain  

José Manuel Albares, Minister for Foreign Affairs, European Union and Cooperation of Spain  

 

January 21, 2025  

 

Re: Airbusô business relationship with Aviation Industry Corporation of China (AVIC)  

Almost four years after the February 2021 attempted coup in Myanmar, the military junta continues to commit 

war crimes, crimes against humanity and other gross human rights abuses against the people of Myanmar with 

total impunity. This campaign of terror is only possible through the juntaôs continued access to arms, including 

combat aircraft, and related technical maintenance, repair and overhaul assistance.  

A key supplier of military aircraft and maintenance to the junta is the Aviation Industry Corporation 

of China (AVIC). 1 

As you will surely be aware, Airbus is a key investor and partner of AVIC. With ongoing credible 

documentation and reporting at the United Nations of the human rights crisis in Myanmar2 and the role of 

AVIC in supplying arms to the junta,3 Airbus must know that its collaboration with AVIC is highly 

problematic. Yet Airbus has maintained its collaboration with AVIC, as well as its investments in multiple 

 
1 Justice For Myanmar and Info Birmanie 2024. óAirbusted: How Airbus' close partner AVIC is supplying arms to the Myanmar 

military and what Airbus should do about itô, https://www.justiceformyanmar.org/stories/airbusted. 
2 See, for example, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, 2022. Conference Room 

Paper of the Special Rapporteur, Enabling Atrocities: UN Member Statesô Arms Transfers to the Myanmar Military. 22 February 

2022. A/HRC/49/CRP.1, paragraph 36; United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, September 2023. Situation of human 

rights in Myanmar 2 - Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (A/HRC/54/59). Paragraph 11; United 

Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, 2024. óTurning tide in Myanmar requires stronger 

international action as desperate, dangerous junta escalates civilian attacks: UN expertô; and UN Human Rights Council, 2024. 

Resolution A/HRC/55/L.17. Situation of human rights in Myanmar. Adopted 4 without a vote on 4 April 2024. 
3 Report A/HRC/42/CRP.3, óThe economic interests of the Myanmar militaryô, of the Independent International Fact-Finding 

Mission on Myanmar; United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, 2022. Conference Room 

Paper of the Special Rapporteur, Enabling Atrocities: UN Member Statesô Arms Transfers to the Myanmar Military. 22 February 

2022. A/HRC/49/CRP.1; Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, óSIPRI Arms Transfers Databaseô. 
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AVIC subsidiaries through the Hong Kong publicly listed company, AviChina Industry & Technology 

Company Limited (AviChina).  

Airbus is the biggest international shareholder of AviChina.4 As such, Airbus has significant influence 

over AviChinaôs strategic business decisions. 

AviChinaôs most recent annual report for fiscal years 2022-2023 states that the company ñprincipally operates 

through its subsidiariesò and that AviChina group is ñmainly engaged in the development, manufacture, sales 

and upgrade of civil aviation products and defense products such as provision of helicopters, trainer aircraft, 

general-purpose aircraft and regional jets for domestic and overseas customers; and the co-development and 

manufacture of aviation products with foreign aviation products manufacturers.ò5 The groupôs principal 

products include the K-8 trainer aircraft and the Y-12 multipurpose aircraft, according to the same annual 

report.6 Both aircraft have been commissioned by the Myanmar military since its coup attempt and continue 

to be frequently documented in use for airstrikes on civilians.7 

We welcome your Governmentsô repeated condemnation of the Myanmar militaryôs ongoing war 

crimes and crimes against humanity.8 However, we are of the view that these condemnations are 

seriously undermined, if not even contradicted, by Airbusô significant financial and technical 

collaboration with AVIC. As shareholders in Airbus, you have an independent responsibility to ensure 

that Airbusô financial and strategic links do not enable atrocity crimes in Myanmar.  

Moreover, Airbus is taking a risk by providing financial support to a junta arms dealer, as Myanmar has been 

subject to a European arms embargo. This restriction, renewed in 2018 by the Member States, specifies that it 

is forbidden for a European entity to:  

ñProvide financing or financial assistance related to military activities, including in particular grants, loans 

and export credit insurance for any sale, supply, transfer or export of arms and related materiel, as well as 

equipment which might be used for internal repression, or for the provision of related technical assistance, 

brokering and other services directly or indirectly to any person, entity or body in, or for use in 

Myanmar/Burmaò9.  

In other words, by owning shares in AviChina, Airbus could be in violation of the arms embargo, which your 

governments are responsible for implementing.  

We, the undersigned organizations, urge you, as shareholders in Airbus, to take meaningful and concrete 

action to block the Myanmar military juntaôs access to military aircraft, spare parts and related maintenance, 

repair and overhaul services which continue to be provided to the junta by AVIC subsidiaries and partners. 

  

 
4 AviChinaôs largest controlling shareholder is AVIC, followed by the Chinese state-owned Tianjin Free Trade Zone Investment 

and Airbus. AviChina, 2022. Annual Report, https://www1.hkexnews.hk/listedco/listconews/sehk/2023/0426/2023042600453.pdf. 
5 AviChina, 2022. Annual Report. 
6 AviChina, 2022. Annual Report. 
7 Janes, 2021. óMyanmar Air Force inducts new aircraftô. 17 December 2021 (Y-12); Burma News International, 2023. óChina-

Made Y-12 Aircraft Increasingly Deployed by Air Force in Recent Bombing Raids Across Several Combat Zonesô. 21 December 

2023 (Y 12); Burma News International, 2023. óChina-Made Y-12 Aircraft Increasingly Deployed by Air Force in Recent Bombing 

Raids Across Several Combat Zonesô. 21 December 2023 (Y-12); Myanmar Witness. óHongdu K-8 Karakorum profileô (K-8); Free 

Burma Rangers, 27 June 2023 (K-8); Myanmar Witness, 2023. óAirstrikes and massacres in Pinlaungô. 17 March 2023 (K-8). 
8 The Diplomat, 2021. óSpain condemns police violence against people in Myanmarô. 21 June 2021; Germany Federal Foreign 

Office, 2023. óGermany and Myanmar: Bilateral relationsô. 30 October 2023; Minist¯re de l'Europe et des Affaires ®trang¯res, 2021. 

Myanmar ï Statement by Jean-Yves Le Drian, Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs 29 March 2021. 
9 Council of the European Union Decision 2013/184/CFSP, https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX%3A32013D0184 
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We specifically ask you to:  

1) Ensure that Airbus acts in accordance with its human rights responsibilities by using its leverage to 

stop AVICôs business with the Myanmar military.  

2) Ensure that Airbus takes steps to divest from AviChina and end its business relationship with AVIC if 

transfers of AVIC aircraft, associated equipment and support to Myanmar continue. 

 

Sincerely,  

343 international and local revolutionary groups, and civil society organizations  

 

For more information, please contact:  

Blood Money Campaign, bloodmoneycampaign21@protonmail.com  

 

A total of 343 organizations, including 73 groups that can't be named because of security reasons, have 

signed this letter. 

1. 5/ of Zaya State Strike            

2. Action Against Myanmar Military Coup (Sydney) 

3. Action Committee for Democracy Development (ACDD) 

4. Action Committee of Basic Education Students (ACBES)                                                

5. Ah Nah Podcast - Conversations with Myanmar 

6. All Arakan Youth Organizations Network (AAYON) 

7. All Aung Myay Thar San Schools Strike Force                                           

8. All Burma Federation of Student Unions (Monywa District)                                                 

9. All Burma Student Democratic Front (ABSDF) - Australia Branch 

10. All Young Burmese League (AYBL) 

11. Alliance for Democracy for Myanmar 

12. Alliance of Students' Union ï Yangon (ASU-Yangon)                               

13. ALTSEAN-Burma 

14. Anti Dictatorship in Burma DMVPA Area 

15. Anti-Junta Alliance Yangon-AJAY                                                  

16. Anti-junta Forces Coordination Committee (AFCC -Mandalay) 

17. Anyar Taw Eain 

18. Arakan CSO Network 

19. Athan - Freedom of Expression Activist organization 

20. Aung San Suu Kyi Park Norway 

21. Australian Coalition for Democratic Burma (ACDB) 

22. Australian Karen Organisation (AKO) 

23. AWDO (Magway Region) 

24. A-Yar-Taw People Strike                   

25. Basic Education General Strike Committee (BEGSC)                                             

26. Basic Education Worker Unions - Steering Committee (BEWU-SC)                                         

27. Basic Education Worker`s Union (Bago) 

28. Blood Money Campaign (BMC) 

29. Board Of Education (Bago) 

30. Boston Free Burma 

31. Burma Campaign UK 

32. Burma Human Rights Network (BHRN) 

33. Burmese Canadian Network (BCN) 

34. Burmese Community Development Collaboration (BCDC) 

3 

mailto:bloodmoneycampaign21@protonmail.com


 

35. Burmese Community Support Group (BCSG) 

36. Burmese Medical Association Australia (BMAA) 

37. Burmese Rohingya Organisation UK (BROUK) 

38. Burmese Women's Union -BWU 

39. Campaign for a New Myanmar 

40. CAN-Myanmar 

41. CDM Medical Network (CDMMN)                                                 

42. Chanmyatharzi Township People's Strike                                                  

43. Chaung Oo Township Youth Strike Committee                                                    

44. Chin Community in Norway 

45. Chin Social Association (Mae Sot) 

46. Chindwin (West) Villages Women Strike                                                   

47. Civil Information Network (CIN)                                                    

48. Civil Society Organizations Coordination Committee (Monywa)                                         

49. Coalition Strike Committee ï Dawei                                              

50. Co-operative University Mandalay Students' Strike                                              

51. Coordination Team for Emergency Relief-Karenni (CTER)  

52. CRPH & NUG Supporters Ireland 

53. CRPH Funding Ireland 

54. CRPH Support Group, Norway 

55. Daung Sitthe Strike                                                   

56. Dawei (Ashaetaw) Women Strike                                                  

57. Dawei Youths Revolutionary Movement Strike Committee 

58. Defend Myanmar Democracy                                          

59. Democracy, Peace and Womenôs Organization 

60. Democratic Party for a New Society, Norway 

61. Democratic Youth Council 

62. Depayin Township Revolution Steering Committee                                              

63. Depayin Women Strike                                                         

64. EarthRights International 

65. Enemy Air Route (EAR) 

66. Equality Myanmar (EQMM) 

67. Ethnic Youth General Strike Committee (Mandalay)                                             

68. ETOs Watch Coalition 

69. Federal School 

70. Former ABSDF 

71. Former Political Prisoners and New Generation Group ï Monywa                                       

72. Free Rohingya Coalition 

73. Freedom and Labor Action Group (FLAG) 

74. Friends Against Dictatorship (FAD) 

75. Future Thanlwin (FT) 

76. Gangaw Women Strike                                                         

77. General Strike Collaboration Committee (GSCC)                          

78. General Strike Committee of Basic and Higher Education (GSCBHE)                              

79. General Strike Coordination Body (GSCB)                                                             

80. Generation Network Myanmar 

81. Generation Wave 

82. Generationsô Solidarity Coalition of Nationalities (GSCN) 

83. Global Action Against China's Meddling in Myanmar (GAACMM) 

84. Global Myanmar Spring Revolution (GMSR) 

85. Global Shan Network (GSN) 

86. GMSR Korea ���;�#  �õ�à�•  �D�B�¸  �	�>  - �û�ë���*�S���n�ý�p�ñ�T�ý�ï�r���S �@�� �ÿ�r�� �S�o�X�ó�A�M�p�X�û �S�r�� �ú�ÿ�r�X�� �p 

87. HTY Scout Channel 
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