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1. Introduction

The country of Myanmar is facing not only political and social chaos but also
many challenges after the coup. Hate speech becomes a major challenge
among those problems. People in Myanmar have become victims of historic
disaffection, social tensions among different ethnicities, and power dynamics.
Hate speech also becomes a big challenge to national harmony and social
stability.

Myanmar consists of different states and regions with diverse cultures and
different ethnicities. Those differences were used as a source to spread hate
speech. This hate speech includes words that can incite terrorism,
discrimination, and aggressiveness among residents with different religions
and ethnicities.

The Myanmar military creates fear and aggressiveness to destroy the stability
of democratic administration and human rights so that they can keep their
power longer. If the public can understand the source and spreading
mechanism of hate speech, this problem can be solved better. The objective
of this report is not only to do documentation and analysis of hate speech but
also to support that civil society organizations and international communities
are able to tackle hate speech better.

2. Research Methodology

As hate speech is a term that comes from emotion, there is a wide spectrum in
defining it, not a specific one. BHRN, therefore, standardized the definition of hate
speech for this report as follows. Hate speech in this report means aggressiveness
and hatred against protected characteristics of a person or a group, blaming,
discriminative expression, writing, gesture, or art expression of excoriation, or
dehumanization.

It means attacking someone’s faith, language, gender, sexual orientation, origin,
ethnicity, skin color, race, belief, citizenship, and physical appearance. The
monitored hate speeches were categorized as (1) Criminalizing Hate Speech, (2)



Abusive Hate Speech, (3) Dehumanizing Hate Speech, (4) Violence Inciting Hate
Speech, (5) Threatening Hate Speech, and (6) Hate Speech that supports
prejudicial actions inspired by hate speech.

BHRN has daily documented hate speech terms and usages found in the contents
—based on the current political crisis - disseminated by the military.

This report was written after monitoring both online and printed media which were
used by Junta and its supporters to spread their hate speeches. BHRN has
monitored 3 Facebook groups, 13 Facebook accounts, 24 Telegram channels, 21
TikTok accounts, and 4 Printed Media during October of 2024.

Junta’s Propagative Methodology

The spreading of hate speech in Myanmar is more intensified based on the politics
after 2010. Many massacres happened among different ethnicities as a result of
spreading hate speech. When the use of social media increased in Myanmar, the
spreading of hate speech increased as well. The social harmony among people
collapsed and social tension is increased.

According to the BHRN’s monitoring, it is found that hate speeches were created
to incite religious and ethnic conflicts among different communities during October.
It is recorded that, those areas where the military faced losses, were more
targeted by the hate speech such as Kokang, Palaung, Ta’aung, Chin, and
Rakhine ethnicities. The military portrayed the ethnic people as terrorists and
portrayed themselves as the holy people who were saving the country.

The Myanmar military is also using a particular technique of spreading hate
speech that can affect the emotions and feelings of the residents of those areas
where they target a particular area or an organization. The military also applies the
propagative mechanism that creates disaffection, aggressiveness, fear, and hatred
so that the public will give up on revolution and turn to disunion.

Hate speech and propagation are the main sources that create hatred among

different communities and lead to conflicts. Even though there were organizations
that tried to tackle hate speech in Myanmar, it was not enough yet.

Context of misinformation as hate speech

In this report, BHRN has analysed hate speech in the context of the ongoing
political tensions in Myanmar. Sometimes, when measured by international



standards, what might look like misinformation takes on a different
significance in the aftermath of the 2021 coup. This is because
misinformation, particularly when aimed at individuals, groups with opposing
political beliefs, or minority religious communities, can have severe
consequences, even leading to loss of life and the intensification of religious
and community conflicts.

Hate speech in Myanmar's current political climate is more than just false
information; it can be a catalyst for very real and harmful outcomes,
especially in the post-coup environment. Understanding this complex
relationship between hate speech, misinformation, and their tangible impacts
is crucial for grasping the region's broader social, political, and intergroup
dynamics.

3. Findings of hate speech in Social Networks

A total of 103 hate speech cases were found during BHRN’s monitoring process
this month. Facebook and TikTok accounts were not consistently used but
temporarily and moved to other accounts and some moved to Telegram channels.
The military mainly used Telegram channels and TikTok accounts to spread hate
speeches and the hate speeches were done through the cartoons as well.

Hate Speech Targets and Usages

In this month’s (the month of October) monitoring, the hate speech targeted the
most was PDF and the second most was the Arakan Army (AA) and the third was
the Muslim community. Moreover, hate speeches targeting NUG, Rohingya
ethnicity and the Muslim community were found as well.

In addition, the most used terms of hate speeches for this month are "dog,
terrorists, illegal immigrant Bengali, Kalar (a derogatory term referring to Muslims),
and evil.

Hate Speeches Targeting Arakan Army

A pro-military channel posted a cartoon drawn by MaGa. The cartoon’s message
is that AA is genociding the Rohingya community and they are trying to hide it to
the Muslim leaders. In that cartoon, AA leader Tun Mrat Naing was referred to as
the Drug King and Rohingyas were referred to as Bengali. The cartoon used
Criminalizing Hate Speech against AA and Rohingya.

Original Post Attach link file Translation (1)

A pro-military telegram channel named Min Chit Oo posted that the Arakan Army
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was defeated by the Myanmar military and then ran away after the clash happened
between the military and the Arakan Army while the Arakan Army was heading to
takeover Kalarpyin village located 7 miles away from Kyitenali township on
October 1st. In that post, Arakan Army members were referred to as dogs. That
post used Dehumanizing Hate Speech.

Original Post Attach link file Translation (2)
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A pro-military Telegram channel named Ka Ka Han posted that the residents in
Pyonnarkyun and Pauktaw Townships should stay far from the Arakan Army as the
Myanmar military is going to abolish every single one of the Arakan Army in those
Townships. In that post, the Arakan Army was referred to as a dog. That post used
Dehumanizing Hate Speech.

Original Post Attach link file Translation (4)

Hate speech targeting People’s Defense Force

A pro-military Telegram Channel named Ka Ka Han posted that a Myanmar
celebrity, Ko Pauk, was promoted from kitchen management to mortician of PDF
by the National Unity Government. That post was attached with a photo of PDFs
graves who died during revolutions. In that post, NUG was referred to as fugitive
terrorists, and criminals as well as PDFs were referred to as dogs, and Celebrity
Ko Pauk was referred to as mortician.

Original Post Attach link file Translation (5)

A pro-military Telegram Channel named Ka Ka Han posted that the PDF who
came to attack militants in Myingyan Township had to flee away after leaving dead
bodies and even a drone. In that post, PDFs were referred to as dogs. That post
used Dehumanizing Hate Speech.

Original Post Attach link file Translation (6)
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A telegram channel posted that the Myanmar military attacked a PDF hideout in

Thantalan township on October 5t and six PDFs along with the weapons were
arrested by the military. It urged that PDF should be totally abolished. In that post,
PDFs were referred to as terrorists, criminals and dogs. That post used
Criminalizing Hate Speech and Dehumanizing Hate Speech.

Original Post Attach link file Translation (8)

Hate speeches targeting the Muslim community

A Facebook account named Lu Thar posted that Muslim organizations get
permission to establish their armed base and hideouts in Bangladesh and they
even get permission to forcibly collect money from those Rohingyas who have fled
from Myanmar to Bangladesh by crossing the border. The AA’s statement said that
Muslim armed groups get permission to camp their groups on the islands of
Bangladesh and those armed groups are disturbing AA camps by coming to the
camps by boats. The post also mentioned that the security of Rakhine State is now
more needed as Bengali terrorist groups dare to do anything because of the new
Bangladesh government. In that post, Rohingyas were referred to as Muslim
terrorists, and Rohingya and the Bangladesh government were portrayed as
threats to Rakhine border security. That post used Criminalizing Hate Speech.
Original Post Attach link file Translation (9)

Western News posted that AA issued a statement saying that AA has taken over
four strong bases of ARSA Muslim armed groups in Buthidaung, Maungdaw and
Mayyu Townships. Moreover, AA is doing clearance operations against Muslim
armed groups who fled away from battles and who were trained by the Myanmar
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military. In addition, Western News commented that AA is attacking the No.5 BDF
base of the Myanmar military and they are attacking Muslim armed groups at the
same time. In Western News’s comment, ARSA was repeatedly mentioned as
Muslim militants rather than as an armed group. That post used Criminalizing Hate
Speech that Muslims in Myanmar are criminals.

Original Post Attach link file Translation (10)

Hate Speeches Targeting Rohingya

A pro-military Facebook account S0
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River. In that post, Rohingyas were
referred to as lllegal Immigrants.
Original Post Attach link file
Translation (11)

A Facebook account named Lu Thar posted that, despite the war is intensified in
Rakhine State, Bangladesh government is deporting Rohingya to Rakhine State at
any cost, even Rohingyas themselves incite each other to go back, Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) is deporting Rohingyas to Myanmar foreshore by boats without
any agreement and Muslim armed groups are going in and out without any
hesitation. If border protection fails, the number of illegal immigrants will be much
higher which will lead to Rakhine residents and soldiers losing their lives. In that
post, Rohingyas were referred to as illegal immigrants and militants. That post
used Criminalizing Hate Speech.

Original Post Attach link file Translation (12)

A Facebook Page named Arakan News Agency uploaded a post that used the
word illegal immigrant terrorist to refer to Rohingya. That word was created by the
Myanmar military to portray and do propaganda against the Muslim community of
Rakhine State as illegal immigrants who are originally from another country. That
post also used Threatening Hate Speech against the Rohingya community.
Original Post Attach link file Translation (13)
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A Facebook account named Lu Thar posted that, as AA is not able to control the
whole border, Muslims are doing terrorist activities and it is the Rakhine people’s
responsibility not to let them do these activities on Rakhine’s land. That post
criminalized the Rohingya community as criminals.

Original Post Attach link file Translation (14)

Hate Speeches Targeting Ethnic Armed Groups

A pro-military Telegram Channel named Mhinewai posted that four dead bodies of
Chin Defence Force along with weapons were collected during the battle in
Thantalan Township of Chin State on October 4th. In that post, CDF was
mentioned as a terrorist group and that post used Criminalizing Hate Speech.
Original Post Attach link file Translation (15)

A pro-military Telegram Channel named Mhinewai posted that KIA has taken over
a check gate of MNDAA and they are biting for the food. In that post, KIA and
MNDAA were mentioned as terrorist groups and dogs. That post used
Criminalizing Hate Speech and Dehumanizing Hate Speech.

Original Post Attach link file Translation (16)

A Telegram Channel named Terrorist
AA Obituaries uploaded some photos
of TNLA dominated areas destroyed by
airstrikes of Myanmar military and
added a caption “the places of terrorist
TNLA dog”. In that post, TNLA is
referred to as dogs. That post used
Dehumanizing Hate Speech.

Original Post

Attach link file Translation (17)
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A Telegram Channel named Terrorist AA Obituaries posted some photos of KIA
areas destroyed by the Myanmar military and added the caption “Terrorist KIA
dogs in Momauk (Township) are almost gone”. That post used Criminalizing Hate
Speech and Dehumanizing Hate Speech as it compared KIA to dogs.

Original Post Attach link file Translation (18)

Hate Speech Targeting Women
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Myanmar Miss getting 2nd runner up [Shescp opdicpi(mqeamies @
position. In the video, Htoo Ant Lwin
repeatedly said that Miss Grand
International wants to give awards to
only Masala women, Kalama (a
derogatory term referring to Indian
Miss), Patek women (referring to
Indonesian Miss) and Papaya
women (referring to Thailand Miss).
That post wused abusive Hate
Speech against women.

Original Post 00 37k 529 comments 370 shares 683K views
Attach link file Translation (19) ote QU comment - Zcon D shere

In addition, an account named Yoon Lay posted uploaded some photos of Indian
Miss and added the caption “It is not worthy to rape in mind even she is looked at
for the whole day”. That post used Abusive Hate Speech against Indian Miss.
Original Post

Attach link file Translation (20)

4. The figure illustrating types of hate speech
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5. The figure illustrating the number of hate speech targets
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7. Conclusion

In the monitoring of hate speech during October, hate speeches were created
based on religion and ethnicity. Particularly, hate speech against the Muslim
community and Rohingyas based on their ethnicity and beliefs was more
intensified. Rohingyas in Rakhine State have been the victims of basic human
rights violations due to the ethnic and religious conflicts under the successive
governments. Rohingya stayed as a human shield in the power dynamic until
today. In addition, the Muslim community in Myanmar faces serious human rights
violations like the Rohingya community does. The Myanmar military incites
violence against the Myanmar Muslim Community by creating religious hate
speech so that they can divert their political challenges. During this month, the
spreading of hate speech was found that the Islam religion was labeled as the
religion that supports murders and killings based on an issue of an individual and

an organization.

The Myanmar military even creates narratives that can cause misunderstandings



and negative impacts on a particular ethnic group by other ethnic groups. The
military is using Burmese supremacy ideology to continue their oppression
politically and ethnically of the ethnic communities by labeling them as supporters

of terrorism.

The Myanmar military is trying to keep its power longer by labeling revolutionists,
ethnic communities, non-Buddhist, and minorities as threats and illegal groups.
The military leaders are using the same techniques of spreading hate speech that

were used by their senior dictators.

Attached files Translation >>>

Attach link file Translation (1)

Drug King Tun Mrat Naing with his AA group is genociding Bengali and they are
trying to hide it but everything is being revealed so they have to blindly deny this.

Attach link file Translation (2)

(Text in the photo) The Arakan Army dog force with a large number of soldiers,
preparing to take over Kalarpyin (Yadanarmyaing) village which is located 7 miles
far from Kyitenali township, was defeated by the Myanmar military on Oct 1, 2024.
It resulted in many dead and injured and then ran away. Our side did not get much

losses. Today on Oct 2, 2024, dogs are silent.

Attach link file Translation (3)

(Text in the photo) it is known that ARSA has defeated Rakhine terrorist AA who
are ungrateful and always killing Bamar people including those who sell Bamar
blankets.

These dogs were not even able to bark.




Attach link file Translation (4)

(Text in the photo) Alert for our people in Punnyarkyun and Nanpauk Townships to
do emergency flee as the Myanmar military will do airstrikes everyday according to
the reports that we received.

(Caption) It is already announced that every single one of dog AA will be killed and
wiped out in Punnyarkun and Nanpuak Township. We are reminding everyone

again to stay away from dog AA.

Attach link file Translation (5)

Fugitive terrorist NUG has promoted Paukgyi from kitchen management to
mortician. Even though he had to look for firewood and cook for terrorist PDF
before, now he will have to dig graves and entomb the dead bodies of PDF as he
got promoted to be a mortician. We know that he is sad now because he cannot

cheat on working time anymore.

Attach link file Translation (6)

Those dog PDF who ftried to attack the Myinchan militant had to run away by

leaving the dead bodies of their fellows. They even left a drone as a gift.

Attach link file Translation (7)

How are Butalin PDF? Are you okay? You were PDF and you were pretending to
be public and crying when you got attacked. Over 30 PDFs have been caught in
Butalin and clearance operation is still continuing. Don’t say prostitutes talk like
you are Bulatin residents even though you are Butalin PDF. Did mother Su
(referring to Aung Sann Suu Kyi) teach you to say prostitute talks like this? We

would like it if the whole Butalin township is holocaust.

Attach link file Translation (8)



We received a report that a terrorist camp was attacked in Thantalan township
yesterday and six dog PDF were arrested along with their weapons.

(Attack ... Attack ... until all dog PDF are abolished)

Attach link file Translation (9)

(Caption) this is a post from a Bengali media Muslim terrorists are getting
permission to establish Muslim terrorist armed camps on the land of Bangladesh.
This is a proof.

They are able to do activities legally on borders and they are forcibly collecting
money from those Bengali who pass through the border.

The Bangali government allowed ARSA and RSO to collect money on the islands
along the border of Bangladesh land and it can be done because Bangladesh
allowed them to establish camps.

In a recent AA’s statement, it was mentioned that Muslim terrorists were disturbing
AA camps by using boats through the islands of the Bangladesh border.

Bengali terrorists dare to do more under the new Bengali government.

(Text in the photo) There is ARSA on the island of Naf river. Everyone has to pay
3,000 Taka to pass through. There is RSO on another Island and one has to pay
3,000 to pass through. When Bangladesh police found them, they were deported
back to Maungdaw Township. They lost all the money that they paid to pass

through, according to the observers.

Attach link file Translation (10)

AA has taken over four strong bases of ARSA. AA stated on October 22nd that
they had five clashes with ARSA on October 19. AA said that they got weapons
provided by the Myanmar military along with the dead bodies of Muslim armed
soldiers. There were clashes with ARSA in the Kharuchaung Muslim village of
Buthidaung Township and there were clashes with them around the Gyinttaw

camps of Maungdaw Township.



The statement included that AA is doing clearance operations not only against
Muslim armed militants in Buthidaung and Maungdaw Townships but also against
armed soldiers who were trained by the Myanmar military. The Muslim armed
militants such as ARSA, RSO and ARA are hiding on Mayyu Hill and they are
murdering, killing, abducting and forcibly collecting money against residents,
according to AA.

These Muslim armed militants are only doing terrorism not only in Rakhine but also
in Bangladesh and are creating instability along the border of Rakhine and

Bangladesh. These militants are collaborating with the Military to attack AA.

Attach link file Translation (11)

Rakhine is disturbed by not only illegal Bengali but also Bengali of Bangladesh.
They are accusing that AA has arrested five fishermen in Naf river on October 8.

These bitches are trying to create various problems on the border.

Attach link file Translation (12)

Population Explosion and Bengali’s travel around the world

The size of Bangladesh is smaller than Shan State and the population is 180
million. In this very small land, Bengali people are facing a lack of space, food, job
opportunities, and poverty in their country so they are leaving their country as
refugees. Poor Bengali people go to Southeast Asian countries by boat first so that
they can go to a third country to get citizenship. They are traveling with fake IDs

and now they are everywhere including Europe and England.

Once they took boats to leave their country, they identified themselves as
Rohingya and they told them that they are Rohingya wherever they reach. The
name Rohingya is a Visa for them to go anywhere because they will not be

accepted if they tell that they are Bengali.

During Sheikh Hasina's administration, she told European leaders that they would



send 50 million Bengali as gifts because Bangladesh does not have enough land
and over half of their land will be underwater by 2050. So we have to be careful

that these people are trying to enter Rakhine State by using the name Rohingya.

Attach link file Translation (13)

Oh Bengali who are supporting illegal migrants terrorist ARSA, listen to this video if

not, they will cut your head.

Attach link file Translation (14)

Muslim terrorists Bengali are killing non-Muslim people in Maungdaw Township
every day. Muslim terrorists are driving the local people out of the State before AA
can control the whole state. If these Muslim terrorists are not wiped out, there will
be insecurity along the border of Rakhine State. Border affairs are the main things

to keep peace and harmony in the State.

Cox Bazar refugee camps are the bases for Muslim militants. Protection of the
Rakhine State is the responsibility of the Rakhine people. It is time for all the
Rakhine people to protect the Rakhine State.

Attach link file Translation (15)

(Text in the photo) Got dead bodies and weapons of terrorist CDF in Thantalan
township.

(Caption) There were clashes with terrorist CDF in Thantalan township on October
4, 2024.

- 4 dead bodies of Terrorist CDF, two guns, 10 bullets, and 11 bullet boxes were

collected.

Attach link file Translation (16)
The terrorist KA camp was taken over by the terrorist MNDAA. The dogs are
fighting for food. They can even bark.



Attach link file Translation (17)

The places of dog terrorist TNLA in Naungcho and Namsan.

Attach link file Translation (18)

The places of terrorist KIA dogs are almost gone in Moemauk.

Attach link file Translation (19)

Masala Miss, Papaya Miss and Paddy-bird Miss are confusing.

Attach link file Translation (20)

It is not worthy to rape in mind even if she is looked at for the whole day
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Background on the Burma Human Rights Network (BHRN)

Burma Human Rights Network (BHRN) is based in London, operates across
Burma/Myanmar and works for human rights, minority rights and religious
freedom in Burma. BHRN has played a crucial role in advocating for human

rights and religious freedom with politicians and world leaders.

Media Enquiries




Please contact:

Kyaw Win,

Executive Director

Burma Human Rights Network (BHRN)
E: kyawwin@bhrn.org.uk

T. +44(0) 740 345 2378

Wai Yan

Researcher

Burma Human Rights Network (BHRN)
E: wai.yan@bhrn.org.uk

Learn More

[Burma Human Rights Network] | [Phone] | [E-mail] | [Website]

Connect with us

Burma Human Rights Network (BHRN) | Walthamstow | London, E17 GB
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