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Did you eat yez‘ 7

I open the messenger app and tap on your face,

my heart aches.

Villages burning empty my mind

A father holding his slain child, his gaping mouth swallows my
thoughts

A flash image of a disemboweled body dumped by the road,
and cigarette burns and bruises on queer bodies,

render me silent

When your world is drenched in violence, what can I say to you,

when I am here and you are over there?
‘Did you eat yet?’
I type these words but really, I say:

‘Are you alive? Are you safe? Do you have enough food to eat?

I miss you. I care about you. I wish things were normal again.’
‘Not yet/
Not yet eaten \ “%?
305
Not yet safe 2 0 a | & %
Not yet home @’ 0 g
Not yet free éé)éc;?
A

Lotty Clare é’ %ﬂm
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Why didn’t you call me today?

Artwork by Operation Kino
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And this I dreamt, and this I dream
And some time this I will dream again

Artwork by Operation Kino
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Artwork by Operation Kino
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Artwork by Operation Kino
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Grow up

Artwork by Kanti
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THE MIDNIGHT ZONE:
1S EQUALITY SINKING TO
12,500 FEET IN THE OCEAN?

Myanmar holds the unfortunate world record
of having the “longest-running civil war”, ac-
quainting with decades of military regimes, po-
litical uprisings, and litany of violations like mass
atrocities, war crimes, human trafficking, pro-
paganda, misinformation, and hate speech. As
far as the war continued, there’s a parallel exis-

tence of ethnic armed resistance and revolution.

Yet, if we were to metaphorically view the pool
of this landscape as an ocean and dive deep
into its depths, we’d encounter something
often overlooked amid the myriad issues —
“equality.” While not sinking like the Titan-
ic in the early 1900s, the matter of “equality”
has strangely never surfaced as a top priority

on any critical agenda throughout these years.

Over time, societal perceptions, shaped by tra-
dition, media and political structures, have
stereotypically cast men as protagonists and
leaders, while women are often seen as by-
standers, coordinators, or peace campaigners.
However, the truth is that women play active
roles on both the frontlines and behind the
scenes, taking up leadership, political, and com-

batant roles traditionally dominated by men.

Myit Ye See Thown

In the Syrian Civil War, the Kurdish Women’s
Protection Units (YPJ), an all-female militia,
stands out as aremarkable example of women ac-

tively taking on pivotal roles in armed conflicts.

Similarly, in Myanmar’s recent Spring Rev-
olution, although primarily seen in support-
ive roles, women, including fighters, have
proved crucial in situations where the sus-

tainability of the revolution was on the line.

Challenging the stereotype of women as vul-
nerable and only in supportive roles is ex-
emplified by “The Lady,” Myanmar’s
State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.
But the question here is does your voice car-
ry weight as a woman from a less promi-
nent family? Will your voice and arguments
be compelling enough to be recognized? Or,

much worse, if you hold a rainbow flag?

Putting inclusive participation aside is a way of
marginalizing, in fact, we might even point out
to them that they have no stake in society we’re
trying to build. The underscoring of ability based
on gender and acting “tokenism” in their poten-

tial is a form of discrimination and dismissal.

It’s clear in situations like all-male panels
(Manels), where women get less space to be
part of important discussions about politics,
society, and more broader discussions. Not

to forget the disapproval of mob against the
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campaign on women participation, more than
facilitators, in the panels further highlights

the challenges women face in these spaces.

These are real issues we need to take seri-
ously when we think about our “revolution-
ary” world. Ignoring these problems won’t

help us build a world that includes everyone.

Our cultures are the way they are because
the systems and structures we’ve created al-
ways favored men. The big question is, is
“equality” just a rhetorical gesture, or is

it something we really believe in and do?

We need to make sure our rules, systems,
and culture treat everyone the same, no
matter their gender. Without such inclu-
sivity, any new world we create won’t last

or will be beneficial to only privileged few.
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