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Preface

yanmar encountered a long history of religious and ethnic conflicts, and op-

pression on ethnic groups that are not Burmese. It requires a close monitoring

and careful approach to prevent those conflicts and oppression from repeat-
edly occurring. Myanmar’s military had used various tactics for ages to sustain their
power and interests. Manipulating the diversity and different identities of religions and
race/ethnicity towards their own scheme is one of the tactics of the military regime.
They have been enticing the support from extreme nationalists through their narratives
such as to sustain and preserve Buddhism, and to follow the bestowed three main
duties - non-disintegration of the Union, non-disintegration of the national solidarity,
and perpetuation of sovereignty. Meanwhile, the extreme nationalist groups have been
indirectly supporting the military’s vicious endeavor to sustain their power in disguise
as political parties, Pyithusits (counter-revolutionary militia groups) and military-prop-
aganda media.

It is observed that in Myanmar’s spring revolution, the Military used divide-and-rule

tactics on different religious and ethnic groups by inflicting conflict among them to

curtail the power of revolutionary forces. The Military Junta has always endeavored to

hold off the Ethnic Revolutionary Organizations (EROs) from reinforcing the spring

revolution movement through invitations to meetings and alluring EROs with lucrative

interests. There were also cases where the Military conducted negotiation meetings for

peace and ceasefire agreement with international mediation. This report will discuss

and describe

(1) the military’s manipulation of religious and ethnic identities for their power and
interests

(2) the military’s endeavors to control and balance the power of revolutionary forces
with interest-based concessions and negotiation meetings

(3) the correlation between pro-military supporters, organizers of pro-military rallies
and campaigns, political parties backed by the Military, ultranationalists, religious
extremists and local militias formed and supported by the Military, and;

(4) the Military’s schemes on elections and their supporter political parties that are

based on extreme nationalism and religion.
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B | Methodology

The report is written by reviewing the data accumulated from the news of free
and independent media, official statements from organizations, and from
pro-military Telegram channels and Facebook pages and accounts of pro-mil-

itary supporters and those who spread propaganda.
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or ages, Myanmar military has been executing their mission of factionalizing the

diverse groups in the country by inciting the identity difference on ethnicity and

religion, and by coaxing some of the diverse groups with their concession deals.
On the record of history, the Military had met and negotiated with each EROs sepa-
rately and persuaded some to become their allies by giving the territories to rule and
some benefits. On the other hand, they had been successful in transforming some
EROs into Border Guard Forces (BGFs) and recruiting as militia-Pyithusit. In 2021, the
Junta’s newly formed National Solidarity Peacemaking Negotiation Committee - NSP-
NC met some EROs to make negotiations. In 2022, Min Aung Hlaing, attempted to meet
and appeal to each ERO separately. However, only some accepted to attend the
meeting. The Junta also strived to strike a negotiation deal with some EROs with the
international support as the mediation body. In addition, there are also cases where
the Military used the respective religious organizations to strike a peace and ceasefire

accord with the EROs.

It is reflected that during the spring revolution, the Military has been attempting end-
lessly to arouse the delicate ethnic and religious identity differences between different
ethnic groups and EROs, to create the turmoil within the groups. Besides, the pro-mil-
itary media channels and social media pages have been releasing propaganda contents
to create the conflict between various religious and ethnic groups. On the other side,
the Military tried to weaken the growing military strength of People Defense Forces
(PDFs) in Sagaing by plotting to separate the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), that
is the key supporters of PDFs in Sagaing and Shanni Nationalities Army (SNA). At the
same time, with the aim to overpower the expanding Karenni revolutionary forces, the
Military has been trying to divide Karenni and Pa-O by creating a conflict based on

ethnicity and religion.
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In addition, it is observed that pro-military supporters and ultranationalists gathered to form
the counter-revolutionary militias such as “Pyu Saw Htee” and “Thway Thout” (blood-sworn),
and many other militia groups (called Pyithusit) were formed with the arms and ammunitions
support from the military. Such groups were formed based on the narratives that “to prevent
race and country from being extinct, and for perpetuation of religion, revolutionary groups, their
supporters, media that write about the atrocity of the military, and respective family members
ought to be slaughtered for vengeance”. It is also realized from the social media contents that
the following factors; supporting the military, ultranationalism, extreme religion, political par-

ties backed by the military and militia-Pyithusits, are correlated.

Alternatively, since the coup, the military has been devoted itself to holding the new election
that is illegitimate, in the near future. The new Union Election Commission - UEC, with new
members appointed by the Junta, has undertaken several meetings and negotiations with
political parties regarding the newly proposed electoral system: Proportional Representation-PR.
In fact, the new UEC’s attempt to change the electoral system to PR system is illegitimate. Yet,
practising the PR system will allow the pro-military political parties to grant more seats for their
representatives in the parliament. Consequently, the increase in the number of pro-military
party representatives in the parliament will add up to the original 25 percent of representatives
from the Military, bestowed by the 2008 constitution; which, in turn, will sustain the power of
the Military for the long run. As the military focuses on the illegitimate election, it is observed
that the pro-military and nationalist political parties are registering back under the new election
commission. However, the Junta cannot completely control most of the regions in the country
yet and thus, it is assumed that they are not working on holding the election abruptly in the

current times.

The military also has been stirring up the conflict and chaos between different ethnic groups
and religious groups during the spring revolution. It is seen that the military has been under-
taking serious religious and ethnic incitement between Kachin and Shanni, and between Karenni
and Pa-0 as Sagaing, Kachin, Karenni, and Shan are good strongholds of local revolutionary
forces. The military has also been negotiating with each ERO through interests and benefits by
either single-handedly or with the help of international organizations as the medium bait. Re-
ligious organizations were also utilized for the meeting and negotiation process. Information
from social media pages reveal that the Junta’s counter-revolutionary “Pyithusit” militias,
political parties backed by the military and ultranationalists co-related, and they are behind
the scheme. In addition, among the registered political parties under the Junta’s election com-

mission, it is found that there are at least 27 pro-military and ultranationalist political parties.
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Kachin and Shanni

based on ethnic and religious identity

ince ancient times and history, tension

has occurred between Kachin people

and Shanni people that reside in Kachin
and upper Sagaing regions. Yet, after the coup,
thejointrevolutionary operation between Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) and local PDFs against
the Junta has severelydamaged the Juntatroops.
Later,inthose areas, the Myanmar military armed
their own militia groups with weapons to fight
back the revolutionary forces. The military was
aware of the pre-existing tension between two

ethnic groups and their different religious iden-

tities, and approached the Shanni Nationalities
Army (SNA) to support them and later turned
against and broke down KIA and PDFs.

Shanni Nationalities Army (SNA) was formed in
1989. After 2018, SNA established 3 battalions
based in Hkamti, Homalinand Banmauk. In 2020,
SNA formed another battalion under their chain
of command. The Myanmar military strived to
convince SNA to become a militia group under
their command; however, SNA wanted the My-

anmar military to officially legitimize them as an

7
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"A Shanni monk is killed by the KIA and PDF and it is a threat to the entire Shanni nationality and
Buddhism," released by SNA on September 6 2022.

ethnic organization. In September 2021, the
spokesperson from SNA denied that they are not
a militia group of the Junta, but since the coup,
the Junta did not invite SNA to their peace con-
ferences. (BNI, 2021)

The Junta forces and SNA fought on the frontline
a few times in the early stages of the coup in
2021 but it was not intense and there was no
fatality. (DVB, 2021) However, it is observed that
in January 2022, Sai Aung Min, the spokesperson
from SNA, firmly stated that SNA would not
accept any territorial invasion of an ERO that
used PDFs to disguise as a fight with the military;
indirectly referring to KIA. (CNI, 2022) In addition,

from June 2022 onwards, SNA collaborated with
the Junta and started attacking the KIA and PDF
joint forces. Even until May 2023, intense battles

continue to break out in those areas.

Area where battles frequently occur between

Junta-SNA joint forces and KIA-PDF joint forces

Kachin Kamaing
Kachin Hpakant
Kachin Mogaung
Sagaing Hkamti
Sagaing Tamu
Sagaing Pinlebu
Sagaing Banmauk
Sagaing Homalin
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A pro-military Telegram channel is spreading the news

that KIA and PDF are targeting the Shanni people and

Buddhist buildings. They also spread misinformation that

KIA is aiming to build their own nation.

It was circulated in pro-military Telegram channels that
the KIA and PDF arrested monks and civilians. That is
portraying and propagating that the KIA and PDF are

attackers targeting Buddhism.
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There also propagandas on those telegram channels that say Kachin people are the oppressors of

Shanni people, and that the KIO, PDF and NUG are committing genocide against the Shanni.
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Spreading the fake news that
the Christian KIA are expanding
their religion in the Buddhist
territory of the Shanni people,
the pro-military Telegram
channels attempt to divide the
Kachin and Shanni people
based on their religious

difference.




Ly e

NYAN LYNN THIT ANALYTICA

Snow Queen #5SQ i K KA

facebook + Qe
| & & © @ O =

‘ (@ Banmk Reveldion - BR - ewoifging

B~ vy
R Posbecmfon ey
—éf 1 Cady sof frobuply
...l.af.}...z

&g.m 880
Sy¥e PR

Phedo : Shane Hiel

31::00503(15320” o&wo?ﬁ u 60 8ob c&fsrmé 10005
eém o§ emr? oSol 33[5009 408 géegmus fies0) :mup 1000
ug wmefcﬁcm o:q6:646 mg m+
o sagn‘é kiacoy u w:eg an: 10005 ptfe n‘} 20 cr: 1GU: 'I’
congjogpioncd 3lod ede aeogr3 nmé:o ﬂ PoyREs
ngzxn (5% % ogcg ue’: 16407 gPIG %&
:\f‘ 0GOS eﬂmuﬁ 066464307 FQ (-%E%? :@oaa B
s :m u?l 5cd 077?90305%50? oo & &

[ieSopri:

Spreading the fake news that the Christian KIA are expanding
their religion in the Buddhist territory of the Shanni people,
the pro-military Telegram channels attempt to divide the

Kachin and Shanni people based on their religious difference.

In September 2022, SNA issued the
statement that implies KIA and PDF arrested and
slaughtered the monks and those who do advo-
cacy for Shanni culture and literature. Besides,
atthe sametime, pro-military media and military
supporters spread propaganda and statements
that highlight the ethnic conflicts and diverse
religious values between Kachin and Shanni, on

Facebook and Telegram.
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A pro-military Telegram channel created an image
that the KIA and PDF threatened Shanni villages for

grudges towards ethnic differences.

Propaganda and fake news say that KIA and PDF
joined together to crush the Shanni just for eth-
nic hatred, and they have slaughtered the monks
and attacked the religious buildings. The news
also says KIA robbed taxes from Shanni people,
abducted them just to blackmail for money, and
committed rapes. In addition, the fake news says
KIA is attempting to colonize their religion of
Christianity in the Shanni area where Buddhism

is the main religion.
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A pro-military Telegram channel created a propaganda image saying that KIA has been

committing killing, destroying dead bodies and demanding taxes from Shanni people.
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A pro-military Telegram channel created an image that the KIA and PDF threatened Shanni villages

for grudges towards ethnic differences.
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Pro-military Telegram
propagated for the purpose of

dividing the revolutionary

i Jsmc, e,nsg,% o mnsonﬁﬁagrz 0856 i Wgﬁi A

groups and Shanni people

JoncSa that KIA and PDF killed a
30005 64 460 usg wsagm §:0ppodB{360: ogroomatya member of the Shanni
s é gc i Solidarity Party.
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| The affempt to divide

Karenni and Pa-O

based on ethnic and religious identity

umerous intense battles broke out be-

tween Myanmar military and Karenni

revolutionary forces on the battlefields
of Karenni after the coup in 2021, which resulted
in the severe defeat by the military that they had
to struggle for defense. On 10 June, 2021, rep-
resentatives from 3 Karenni revolutionary forces,
Christian religious leaders and commander of
the Eastern Military Command met in Taunggyi,
Shan. On 15 June, Karenni Nationalities Defense
Force (KNDF) issued a statementthatannounced

the temporary cease of attack, following the

arrangement of peace organizations and religious
leaders. (KNDF, 2021) However, the battles re-
sumed in early July. (Myanmar Now, 2021c)
(Myanmar Now, 2021d)

Despite Min Aung Hlaing’s invitation to EROs for
one-on-one negotiation meeting within 2 years
after the coup, KNDF refused to meet the Junta.
There are no Karenni political parties registered
under the Junta’s election commission. Current
circumstances reveal that the Junta cannot hold

elections in Karenni, causing them to militarize
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Right after the massacre happened in Nan Naint Village,
the military's propaganda telegram channels distributed
the fake images photoshopped with guns besides dead
bodies and mentioned that the Karenni Defense Forces
had been killed by the military

the region with much pressure and crush the
Karenni revolutionary forces. In addition, the
Junta attemptstoimpose the ethnicand religious

incitement between Karenni and Pa-0 people.
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After Pa-0 National Organization (PNO) made a
ceasefire agreement with the Myanmar military
in 1991, they were given some territory in the
southern-west region of Shan to rule as No 6
Shan special autonomous zones, and the rights
to organize business. From that time onwards,
PNO has been affiliated to the Myanmar military
as their pro-military militia group. In 2023, PNO
registered as a political party again under the

Junta’s election commission.

On March 7, 2023, Min Aung Hlaing flew to Pa-O
National Organization and mettheirleader,Aung
Khan Hti. Then, on the evening of March 7, PNO/
PNAissued an announcement in Pa-O language,
which commanded the Pa-0 youths to volunteer
in security forces on the Shan-Karenni border,
and declared that those who did not sign up for

the military service will be deemed as unpatri-
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Later, the pro-military telegram channels shifted the propaganda that the Nan Naint Massacre

was the killing of Pa-0O people by the Karenni Defense Forces

otic people. (Mekong News, 2023) (Sai Harn Lin,
2023) In addition, PNO/PNA took the census of
the population in the region for military training,
military service and the upcoming election. (gé
eé:cyé, 2023) Starting from March 7, they also
collected 75,000 to 100,000 Kyat as regional
security fee from each family in northern and
southernPin Laungvillages. (Ayeyarwaddy Times,
2023)

On March 112023, 3 monks and 21 civilians were
massacred by Myanmar military in Nan Naint
village, PinLaung township, Shan. In the early
days after the incident, pro-military Telegram
channels posted the images of dead bodies
photoshopped with guns, and wrote that the
military had slaughtered the Karenni PDFs. (RFA,
2023) However, pro-military lobbyists and mili-
tary supporters later changed the story that
Karenni PDF and KNDF massacred the Buddhist
monks and Pa-O people, and continuously spread

Snow Queen #SQ kil ki k3

o€eoné:{§isud

In order to separate two ethnic groups religiously,
those Telegram channels also claimed that the massacre
was caused by the motive of Christian revolutionary
forces to kill the Buddhist monks.
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the fake story on social media pages and their
individual blogs. Reviewing the military propa-
ganda talk shows and round table discussions
such as “The Youth Talk”, “People’s Voice, from
People’s Hearts”, “News by the Newsman”,
posted on social media pages, it is observed that
those pro-military groups are trying to conceal
the war crime committed by the Junta soldiers,
and ignite the conflict between Pa-0 and Karen-
ni people.OnMarch 15,PNO/PNAled the anti-PDF
and anti-KNDF demonstration in Taunggyi and
every Pa-O household was pressured to send
one family member to attend the demonstration
event. (Kantarawaddy Times, 2023) (Shan News,

2023)

Propaganda from pro-military lobbyists and
military supporters on Facebook and Telegram
portray National Unity Government (NUG) and
Karenni revolutionaryforces as the culprits behind
the attempttoenticeinternal splitbetween Pa-0O
and Karenni people, and between PNO and the
Junta. In addition, the lobbyists are propagating

thatrevolutionaryforcesintentionally committed
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The Junta's partner, the PNO militia, announced and
accused the perpetrators of the massacre as PDF members,
and the announcement was re-circulated by pro-military

Telegram channels.

the massacre just to accuse the military as the
culprit so that they can get the upper hand in
UN and ASEAN meetings. Pro-military support-
ers accused the media that mentioned the
Junta’s massacre in Nan Naint village as media
sponsored by the West. They also implicitly
badmouthed that Pa-O people are Buddhists
and polite while Karenni people are savages, to
create the tension between two ethnic groups.
Pro-military media also spread fake news that
revolutionary forces killed monks and teachers
in Chin, Magway and Sagaing, and they also killed

the monks in the Nan Naint village incident.



hroughout history, the Myanmar military

has been using peace talks as a tool to

play the power politics. There is tons of
evidence, which shows the military’s endeavor
to split the revolutionary forces by offering one-
on-one negotiation meetings to EROs to appeal
to them with interest-related deals. On the
other hand, there are also records that show that
the military did not invite and appeal to certain
organizations, which they wanted to annihilate
and which seem conquerable to them. On March
23, 2020, Anti-terrorism Central Committee de-
nounced Arakan Army (AA) to be a terrorist group
and unlawful association, and AA was not invit-
ed to the peace talks. (MLIS, 2020) However, on
March 11 2021, the Junta removed AA from the
terrorist list and later, offered the invitation to

make peace negotiations. (Myanmar Now, 2021)

After the coup in 2021, the Junta declared the
National Unity Government (NUG) and People’s
Defense Forces (PDFs) to be the terrorist groups

and did not invite them to negotiation meetings.

| The divide-and-rule tactic

It is observed that the Junta had made offers
and negotiations to ethnic revolutionary organ-
izations (EROs) to convince them not to join the
spring revolution. The core reason behind the
military’s endeavor to strike the peace deal with
those EROs is to balance and maintain their
power; to curtail the war between the military
and EROs, and to prevent EROs from supporting
PDFs, and prevent the incidents that the joint
forces attack the military from all sides through-
out the country. On the other hand, the Junta
has been employing the brutal crackdown on
local defense forces, using air strikes and impos-
ing the scorched earth policy aggressively on the
regions where revolutionary forces take the
stronghold. There are records of incidents that
when EROs engage in skirmishes, the military
backs up the organization that is close to them
in cracking down their enemy by using air forc-
es. During 2022, battles broke out between Shan
State Progress Party/ Shan State Army (SSPP/
SSA) and Restoration Council of Shan State/Shan
State Army (RCSS/SSA), and the military reinforced

17
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RCSS by launching an air strike. (Shwe Phee
Myay, 2022) (People’s Spring, 2022) Another
notable incident happened on January 24 2023,
while the military’s National Solidarity and Peace
Negotiation Committee (NSPNC) and RCSS
leaders convened in a discussion in Nay Pyi Taw,
the military air force flew their YAK-130 jets
closely above the SSPP headquarters. (Delta
News, 2023)

In addition, the military uses the local religious
organizations as mediators in striking the cease-
fire accord and peace negotiations with EROs.
On June 10 2021, representatives from 3 Karen-
ni revolutionary forces, Christian religious lead-
ers and commander of the Eastern Military
Command convened in a discussion in Taunggyi,
Shan. After that convergence, on June 15 2021,
Karen Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) issued
a statement that announced that they would
follow the arrangement of peace organizations
and religious leaders and cease the attack tem-
porarily. (KNDF, 2021) However, the battles re-
sumed in early July. (Myanmar Now, 2021c)
(Myanmar Now, 2021d) On November 1 2021,
the Junta’s National Solidarity Peacemaking
Negotiation Committee (NSPNC) convened in a
meeting with representatives from 5 Christian
communities; including Kachin Baptist Conven-
tion (KBC), Peace-talk Creation Group (PCG), etc
and urged them to convince the KIA to agree the
ceasefire and peace negotiation with the military.
(RFA, 2021b)

18
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The Junta also released the members of EROs
who are detained as prisoners and awarded the
honors to EROs leaders in the attempt to bid for
peace talks. Leaders of EROs that signed NCA
(Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement) were award-
ed the “Wunna Kyaw Htin” degree (awarded for
outstanding performance in promoting the good
of the public). The awarded leaders include the
KNU president, general Saw Mutu Sae Poe, gen-
eral Yawd Serk, chairman of RCSS, Khun Okkar
from PNLO (Pa-0 National Liberation Organiza-
tion), Naing Shwe Kyin and Naing Htaw Mon from
New Mon State Party (NMSP), and Khine Soe
Naing Aung from ALP(Arakan Liberation Army).
(BBC News [§§60, 2022)

The Myanmararmydid not only convenein-group
discussions with EROs but also engage in meet-
ings with NCA signatories, EROs that did not sign
NCA, and private meetings with individual or-
ganization. Besides, the military tried to negoti-
ate with EROs through international mediation.
On June 1st and 2nd of 2023, Mr. Guo Bao, the
foreign affairs special envoy forYunnan Province,
attended the meeting of the Myanmar military
and 3 Brotherhood Northern Alliance: MNDAA
(Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army) ,
TNLA (Ta'ang National Liberation Army) and AA
(Arakan Army). (63208285, 2023) The Junta’s
endeavor for successful negotiations does not
come from the good will for perpetual peace
rather; it is just a quick act to prevent, to a cer-

tain extent, the joining of revolutionary forces.
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| What is really behind

the pro-military militia movemenf?

any pro-military ultranationalist groups

such as “Pyu Saw Htee” (semi-myth-

ical warrior-king from the Burmese
chronicles) and “Thway Thout” (blood-sworn)
have emerged after the military staged the coup.
Pyu Saw Htee group was formed in March, 2021
and Thway Thout in April, 2022. Other groups
such as YCS (Yangon Castigate Group), Sun Ye
(kite force), Thway Thitsar (loyal by blood) and
Myochit Nyunt Paung (patriotic alliance) were
formed in parallel. The Junta denied that they
did not raise those groups and that they had only
established “Pyithusit” (militias). The military

also holds commemorative ceremonies where

they provide the militias with weapons. Either
they are Pyithusit, Pyu Saw Htee or Thway Thout,
the military has been training all of them with

arms to take part in operations and missions.

Generally, Pyithusits and Pyu Saw Htee are formed
to fill up the military’s new recruits. Pyu Saw
Htee are responsible for reinforcing the Junta’s
soldiers in raiding the villages, patrolling in the
cities, guarding and security at the checkpoints.
On the other hand, Thway Thout group is to
target not only NLD party members, NLD sup-
porters, revolutionary forces and their support-

ers, media that report the atrocities of the
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Junta, but aslo respective family members, and
send them threat messages and slaughter them.
The name tags with the logo of Thway Thout
group were hung on the dead bodies of the
people slaughtered by the group. It is seen that
Pyu Saw Htee, Pyithusit and Thway Thout groups
comprise of pro-military supporters, ultranation-
alists and members of military-backed political

party members.

Ultranationalists local monks who had influence
over people were asked to lead the people and
coaxthemtojoin Pyithusits (pro-military militias).
It is found that Pyithusit led by those extremist

monks are stronger.

Images and videos of the villagers welcoming
the monks loaded with guns, can be seen on

Vol 1, No 3, September 2023

social media. Local extremist monks use the
tacticofthreateningand propagating hate speech
to coerce the village people to enlist in Pyithusit.
They also portray the revolutionary forces as the
terrorists who will abolish Buddhism.

U Wathawa, the extremist monk who led the
Pyithusit in Kant Balu township, Sagaing spo-
radically encourages to wipe out the villages that
support PDFs, and to burn the KIA camps and
their military outposts. He also framed the media
that condemned the atrocity of the military to
be the propaganda media of the West. U Ariya
Wuntha (addressed as the “Pauk monk”) from
Pauk twonship, Magyway portrays the Chin
revolutionary forces and PDFs as terrorist groups
imposing hostile attacks on the monks and
Buddhism.

20
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Armed militias are seen to be stationed inside
the monastery compound where the “Pauk"
monk resides. The Pauk monk has claimed that
many Pyithusits are eager to serve under his
leadership and that he will voluntarily command
and lead those militias if the Junta can fulfill the

military requirements.

The link between pro-military supporters, or-
ganizers of pro-military rallies and campaigns,
political party members backed by the military,
religious extremists, ultranationalists and armed
groups formed and supported by the military
can be seen through social media posts of a
township USDP (Union Solidarity and Develop-

ment Party) member.

A township secretary of USDP party is found to
be actively involved in organizing the party-re-
lated activities. Not only did she take charge of
organizing the USDP election campaigns in the
2020 general elections but also she participated
in the USDP events, youth talks and pro-military
rallies. Right before the coup, in January 2021,
she was arrested for organizing the pro-military
campaigns in a township. On January 31 2023,
she participated in a protest against the UN

statement on Myanmar.

o

NYAN LYNN THIT ANALYTICA

-' T —— il N
1 ISl

(5

imefgioveast mlleant grbesean
L} ¢

N T

In January 2021, a female USDP member participated in a
pro-military rally.
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See Translation

In January 2023, she participated again in a protest against the UN resolution.

The said woman is a staunch nationalist, an national Court of Justice. Racist expressions can

activist, and a racist: her attributes are confirmed be seen on her posts on social media.

by her postings about religious and racial ex- 'b

tremism on her social media. Gofosfifs ¥ 9O PP ogcsSomids

See Translation

Besides, she also supports “Mahaw Thadar"
private high schools that are founded by ultra-
nationalists and nationalist monks. U Saykainna
who became the Rector of International Thera-
vada Buddhist Missionary University under the
Junta usuallyvisits those “Mahaw Thadar” private
high schools. She strongly believes these schools

are important for Buddhism and the country.

She also supports Myanmar military’s genocide

crime on Rohingya people and stands for Myan-
She actively involves in military-backed political
party, USDP, activities

mar military when it faces the trial at the Inter-
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The Junta soldiers were portrayed as the saviors of civilians She encouraged the freezing of the assets
and PDFs as the terrorists in her reverse narratives of those who supported the spring
revolution.
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Independent media that report on the Military Junta's atrocities are portrayed as the NLD government's media.
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and PDFs as the terrorists in her reverse narratives.

She intentionally used the racist words and expressions

on her social media posts.

The Junta soldiers
were portrayed as
the saviors of
civilians and PDFs as
the terrorists in her

reverse narratives.
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She is also a strong defender of the Myanmar  takingaction on anti-dictatorship protesterswho
military’s atrocities against civilians and revolu-  areinvolved inthe spring revolution and freezing
tionary forces in the spring revolution. Writing  their assets. She also alleges the independent

propaganda texts for the military, she insistson ~ media as pro-NLD and pro-West media.

"'I Pl Fissddl Jpdated her cover photo. .
¥ August 14, 20218

’,ﬁté, \ ‘f (ol fi

Content about ultranationalism and extreme race and religion on her social media.
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e Translation

Support and praise for Mahawthadar schools related to ultranationalist monks can be found on her social media.

It is observed that the said USDP member has
connections with a local Pyithusit armed by the
military. She visits to Pyithusit military training
and frequently posts images of her wearing
Pyithusit uniforms on social media. She portrays

Pyithusit as philanthropic people, posting her

26

activities of volunteering in paving the road,
cleaning the public hospitals, doing the religious
deeds, together with Pyithusit militias, on social
media. There was an attack on her house with
handmade bombs by revolutionary forces, which

she challenged onsocial media with aninvitation
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She held a religious donation event in cooperation The female member of the USDP party was seen together

with the Junta-backed militia group. with a local militia group armed by the Junta.

TR W 5 with drye) e M and 4 others.
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See Translation

The female member of the USDP party was seen together with a local militia group armed by the Junta.
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That USDP member wrote on her social media that
she went to support the military demonstration training

of Pyithusit militia.

to attack her. Besides, she describes the revolu-
tionary forces as the destroyers of the race and
religion, as the terrorists who attack the religious
buildings of Buddhists, Buddhist monks and
government teachers, and as the destroyers of

the country.

The aforementioned factors are one of the piec-
esofevidencethat prove the correlation between
pro-military supporters, organizers of pro-military
rallies and campaigns, members of political

parties backed by the military, racistsandreligious
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See Translation

She posted pictures of herself in militia uniform

on social media.

extremists, ultranationalists and armed groups
formed and supported by the military. There are
many other similar incidents happening all over

the country.



Il The Junfa’s election and

Political Parties

yanmar military staged the coup and

seized power on February 1 2021, al-

leging the results of the 2020 general
elections invalid as the votes were fraudulent.
Onthesameday, the Juntaissued the announce-
ment that the UEC (Union Election Commission)
refused to provide evidence of irregularities in
voter lists. On February 2, the military claimed
to re-assess the irregularities of votes. The Jun-
ta arrested UEC members from all regional and
township levelsinFebruary 2021. (Myanmar Now,
2021a)

Since the coup, the military has constructively
prepared to seize power eternally and has ded-
icated themselves to form a new Union Election
Commission of their own and hold the new
election. Besides, the Junta tried to permanent-
ly dissolve the influential NLD (National League
for Democracy) that has unconditional support
from civilians, and change the electoral system
to Proportional Representation (PR). On March
24 2022, Zaw Min Tun, the spokesperson of the
Junta said in a press conference that the Military
Council has been striving to hold the new gen-

eral election successfully all over the country by
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2023. (RFA, 2022) In the press conference held
onApril27,2022, the Junta’s election commission
announced itwould hold the election with Closed
List PR system. (DVB, 2022) In addition, the
election commission stated in the press confer-
ence on September 20, 2022 that the process of
holding new elections is ongoing and the new
political party laws are being prepared; collect-
ing the census for voting polls has already begun;
and Myanmar territorial structure will be set with
new divisions to exercise the new PR system. (67
6, 2022)

It is found that the Junta is planning to use the
advanced technology and electronic voting sys-
tem for their new election. In February 2023, the
Junta’selection commissionintroduced Myanmar
Electronic Voting Machine (MEVM) to Min Aung
Hlaing. “ We cannot guarantee for sure that a
new electronic voting system will be applied to
every constituency, however, we intend to use
the new system in the upcoming election. Some
constituencies might proceed with the old con-
ventional system. Anyway, we are determined
to work with the new voting machine,” Zaw Min
Htun has stated. (BBC News @5@9, 2023) The
Junta also announced that the prototype of a
new electronic registration system that registers
both biographic and biometric data of a person
is implemented in Nay Pyi Taw. If successful,
the new system will be applied in the whole
country. (639956@, 2023) According to the Jun-
ta’s announcement, they will conduct the new
census from October 1 to 15 in 2024. (?@oggcg,
2023)The Ministry of Immigrationand Population

under the Junta stated that preparation is on-
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going to collect the census data by mobiles and
tablets with the help from international consult-
ants. ([86:q/6z, 2023)

The Junta also approached political parties and
conducted many meetings to convince them to
support their new election and PR system. On
February 26 2021, 53 out of 91 political parties
accepted the invitation and attended the meet-
ing of the Junta’s election commission, which
announced the result of the 2020 elections was
officially dissolved. (a)OS.:s?cc, 2021) On May 21
2021, the commission and 59 parties convened
again in a meeting and the chair of the commis-
sion discussed the 2020 election fraud, imple-
mentation of a new PR system in the next
election and the dissolution of the NLD party.

(The Irrawaddy, 2021)

On August 242021, Min Aung Hlaing claimed that
switching to the PR system would allow wider
representation for parliament representatives
and enable a more respectful and inclusive leg-
islature. His announcement was later confirmed
by the statement of the Junta’s election com-
mission at the September 30, 2021 press confer-
ence that the new PR system was approved by
most of the political parties. However, the com-
mission did not mention the exact number of
the said political parties. (Myanmar Now, 2021e)
On October 92021, the Junta’s National Solidar-
ity Peacemaking Negotiation Committee (NSPNC)
met with 18 political parties and discussed
practising the PR system. (RFA, 2021a)
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On November 5 and 6 2021, the Junta’s election
commission and 51 political parties met in Yan-
gon. The commission has proposed parties to
implement both the PR system and first-past-
the-post (FPTP) systeminthe upcomingelections.
The Junta’s election commission said that par-
ties needed to decide which House (Hluttaw)
among Pyiduangsu Hluttaw, State Hluttaw and
Regional Hluttaw the new PR system would be
practised. (BBC News @$@9, 2021) 62 political
parties suggested that a closed list proportional
representation system (Closed List PR) should
beimplementedin all three Hluttaw in Myanmar,
in the meeting with the Junta’s election com-
mission held from December 24 to 26, 2021. (The
Irrawaddy, 2021b) (The Irrawaddy, 2022)

On January 26 2023, the Junta’s Union Election
Commission enacted a new law on registration
of political parties. The new law states that
members of outlawed organizations and politi-
cal prisoners are banned from forming a political
party. The new electoral law sets minimum
fundingfor political parties to organize campaigns;
100 million Kyats for parties for nationwide
campaigns and 10 million Kyat for regional cam-
paigns, which have to be deposited at Myanmar
Economic Bank (state-owned bank). The new
law also sets membership levels for parties par-
ticipating in the polls; to collect 100,000 party
members for nationwide campaigns and 1000
party members for regional campaigns within 90

days.

L\ oy

NYAN LYNN THIT ANALYTICA

Out of 92 pre-existing political parties, National
Development and Peace Party was abolished in
2021 and Union Betterment Party in 2022, re-
spectively. 50 parties out of the rest 90 re-regis-
tered under the new political party registration
law acted by the Junta’s election commission.
On March 29 2023, the Junta’s election commis-
sion abolished 40 political parties that did not
re-register. There are 13 new political partiesand
thus, altogether 63 political parties registered to
the Junta’selection commission. 12 parties signed
up for nationwide election campaigns and 51
parties for regional campaigns. It is observed
thatultranationalist political parties that condemn
the existence of Rohingya re-registered to the
Junta’s election commission. Out of 34 parties
that met with Min Aung Hlaing on November 12,
2020, 23 parties re-registered. Among 32 parties
thatissued the joint-statements of condemnation
againsttheelectionresultofthe NLD government,
supporting the sovereignty propagandized by
the military, discrimination on Rohingya, along-
side the USDP party, 27 parties re-registered. To
fulfill the designated party membership, ward
and village administrators appointed by the
Junta in Nyaung Done township, Ayeyarwaddy
are forcing the local residents to sign up in mil-
itary-sponsored political parties. (Khit ThitMedia,
2023) USDP isthe only party in Ayeyarwaddy that
organized office-opening events and ceremonies
of signboard hanging ceremonies. In most of the
townships in Ayeyarwaddy, USDP members are
conducting security control in the city, patrolling
intheward, and householdinspection, alongside

the Junta soldiers. (Ayeyarwaddy Times, 2023b)
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It is observed that the Junta controls the inter-
national relations of political parties. On August
112022, the Junta’s election commission informed
the registered political parties that they need
their permission to meetanyforeign organization
orindividual. (The Irrawaddy, 2022b)n addition,
on August 24 2022, the Junta’s election commis-
sion posted an instruction that says if any inter-
national organization wishes to meet a/the po-
litical party(s) in Myanmar, they have to report
to their respective country embassy based in
Myanmar and that foreign embassy, in turn, have
toinformto the Junta’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
for approval. (VOA, 2022) Communist Party of
China invited ANP (Arakan National Party), AFP
(Arakan Front Party), SNLD (Shan Nationalities
League for Democracy), SNDP (Shan Nationalities
Democratic Party) and LNDP (Lisu National De-
velopment Party) to 10-day program in Chinain
March 2023.However, the program was postponed
as the Junta’s election commission has not
completed assessing their party registration.
(Narinjara, 2023) (BBC News [§$60, 2023b) Mr.
Peng Xiubin, director general of the internation-
al liaison department of the Communist Party of
China could not meet the political parties on his
stay in Myanmar from April 16 to 19. (BBC News
[g5e0, 2023¢)
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Switching to the Proportional Representation
(PR) system in an illegitimate election will allow
the pro-military parties to win more seats in the
parliamentary. Given that 25 percent of parlia-
mentary seats are reserved formilitary personnel
provided by the 2008 constitution, it can be
considered that the Junta intends to control
power with more seats. On the other hand, the
Junta officially declared on January 31,2023 that
they have complete control over only 198 town-
ships out of 330 townships throughout the whole
country while 67 townships need serious secu-
rity attention and 65 townships need immediate
and effective control. (09$a>¢§, 2023) The Junta
has admitted that they do not have full control
over half of the country’s territory. It is seen that
they are not able to announce the exact date to
hold the election. Besides, the military has stopped
doing any press conference including the press
conference related to the election since Decem-
ber 2022. Reviewing the registration status of 63
candidate political parties, only 38 parties have
beenapproved by the Union Election Commission
and the Commission is delaying to finish the
assessment for all registrations. Therefore, it can
be assumed that although the Junta has been
preparing to hold the election, there is no im-
mediate action taken to hold the election in the

near future.



-I Conclusion

eligious and ethnic conflicts and oppres-

sion on non-Burmese ethnic have oc-

curred in Myanmar throughout history.
Even until today, the Myanmar military has been
using the same old tactic of manipulating the
differences of race, ethnicity and religion in the
community for their own interest and for power.
In the spring revolution, intense battles are
breaking out between the joint-revolutionary
forces (EROs-PDFs) and the Junta in Kachin-
Sagaing and Karenni-Shan areas. Pro-military
mediaand military supporters have been spread-
ing propaganda that will cause not only ethnic
conflict between Kachin people and Shanni
people, between Karenni people and Pa-O peo-
ple, but also religious conflict between Buddhists

and Christians.

Besides, the Junta is trying to inflict religious
conflict even in the central region of Myanmar
where there is no diverse religion, race and cul-

ture, and the revolutionary forces are strong. The

Junta and their supporters! are portraying the
local revolutionary forces as the terrorists, de-
stroyers of the nation, race and religion, who
attack the religious buildings, Buddhist monks

and teachers.

The military portrays themselves as “protector
of the nation and religion”, and convinces their
supporters based on the ideology of protecting
race and religion. After the coup, Groups such as
“Pyu Saw Htee” and “Thywaythout” that hold
ultranationalist and extreme religious values have
emerged. Despite the disclaimer from the Junta
thattheyare not behind controlling those groups,
posts from Facebook and Telegram reveal that
such groups are connected to the Junta and its
supporters, pro-military political parties, organ-
izers of pro-military campaigns, ultranationalists

and nationalist monks.

The Junta uses its supporters and some local

ultranationalist monks who have influence on

1. Military-backed media, political parties, ultranationalist and nationalist monks
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local people to arm the civilians as local militias
in order to receive more recruits of soldiers and
to curtail the momentum of revolution. It is seen
that Pyithusits are especially formed and based
in the central region of Myanmar. In some cases,
the military impose threats on civilians to enter
into Pyithusit by compulsion. It is observed that
“Pyithusit” militias led by local ultranationalist
monks have become more powerful. Meanwhile,
“Pyu Saw Htee” and “Thywaythout” are backed
by the military and are formed based on the
ideology of "protecting race and religion." By
describing these groups as symbols, the Junta
portrays and propagates locally and internation-
ally that there are independent groups in the
country with no affiliations and influence of any
organization, which oppose thespringrevolution.
In other words, the Junta has made a propagan-
dising story and reversed the roles of revolution-
ary forces and Pyithusit militias; revolutionary
forces are the terrorists who destroy regional
peace and Buddhism while militias and armed
groups controlled by the military are the protec-

tors of the local district, race and religion.

The Myanmar Military is committing war crimes
and crimes against humanity not only in battle
zones but also in the cities. Pyithusit militias are
under the COC (chain of command) of the My-
anmar military and they have been working
noticeably together with the Junta’s soldiers.
Pyithusit militias members also include in the
list of war crimes culprits. Terrorist groups such
as “Thwaythout”, which the regime denies any
involvement with, threaten and assassinate not

only the revolutionary forces and supporters, but
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alsotheirrespective family members. In addition,
the military and its security forces, sometimes
“Thwaythout” terrorist group, have been arrest-
ing and killing the civilians even in stable regions
where no battles or conflicts occur, just to spread
fear and feeling of insecurity among the people.
The military has been using Pyu Saw Htee, Pyi-
thusit militias and Thwaythout as cover to avoid

being accountable for their own crimes.

Pyithusit and Pyu Saw Htee militias that often
worked with military troops are local people who
have knowledge of local terrain and are useful
for intelligence and effective military operations.
Moreover, It causes a hindrance to revolutionary
forces’s attempt to build their own local admin-
istrative system. Besides, it is observed that the
split between local people becomes wider as
their conflicts grow more intense regarding the
PDFs and the militias armed up by the military.
Since the coup, the Junta has been striving to
hold an illegitimate election. By switching to the
PR system in the election, the military-backed
parties will get more seats in the parliament, and
the junta aims to maintain their power in the
long term by cooperating with the 25 percent of
military representatives provided by the 2008
constitution. At present, the military could not
manage to set the date to hold the election and
to make the preparation to immediately hold an
election. In addition, the electoral activities of
the aforementioned political parties have not
been seen yet. Among the political parties that
re-registered for the election, there are at least
27 political parties with ideology of extreme

nationalism and religion that supported the
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Junta. Most of the other political parties are
ethnic parties and there are no parties that re-

ceived huge public support.

Moreover, for ages, the military has manipulated
the peace talks as one of the tricks to play the
power politics. In order to prevent the EROs from
supporting the Spring Revolution, the military
has been making tremendous efforts to curtail
the power of revolutionary forces through sep-
arate meetings and interest-based incentives.
The Junta has undergone not only a collective
meeting with EROs, but also private meetings
with EROs that are signatories to the NCA; with
EROs that are not signatories to the NCA; and
separate meetings with each group. The Junta
also tried to negotiate with some EROs through

international mediation.

In addition, local religious organizations were
used by the Junta to facilitate the peace nego-
tiations and cease-fire agreement with EROs. On
June 8,2022, Min Aung Hlaing went to the Nyaung
Hna Pin Camp in Hlegu township. The said place
is the historical and notorious place where the
ruling military regime convened in the national
conferences with EROs, from 1993 to 2007, and
drafted the 2008 constitution as they wished.

Therefore, the above factors are hinting that,
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through peace talks and conventions with their
closest political groups, pro-military political
parties, and EROs, it is possible that the Junta is
likely to attempt to maintain power, making
amendments to the constitution, in addition to

the election.

In striving to solve the entire political crises in
Myanmar, including the Spring Revolution, it is
needed to see beyond the view that the current
crisis and political downfall is due to just the
2020 general election and the coup attempt. It
is necessary to see from the bird eye view over
the long and complex political conflict between
the Myanmar military, which include the major-
ity of Burmese, and revolutionary forces. Fur-
thermore, it is extremely important to be aware
of Myanmar military’s constant schemesto divide
and rule by inflicting religious and ethnic conflicts
among different groups and hence, in order to
live together peacefully for a long time, it is
necessary to avoid any misleading action that
will lead to conflicts. A long-term approach and
dialogue should be taken for peaceful coexistence
among different groups. It should always be
carefully considered about ethnic and religious
conflicts that happened over the course of his-

tory in the process of political negotiations.
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