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Introduction 

 Myanmar shares borders with China to the north, Laos to 
the east, Thailand to the southeast, Bangladesh to the west, 
and India to the northwest. For nearly 60 years after 
independence, Myanmar was ruled by the military regime 
known as the "Tatmadaw". During this time, neighbouring 
countries focused on their own interests in Myanmar's abundant 
natural resources, and had stronger relationships with the 
military regime rather than the people of Myanmar. As a result, 
the neighbouring governments maintained a strong relationship 
with the Tatmadaw for an extended period of time.

 Amidst the ongoing protests, resistance by the people of 
Myanmar, and international pressures against the military 
regime following the coup, neighbouring governments have 
failed to take a bold stance in support of the people of Myanmar 

Neighbours That Will 
Pick the Right Horse
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or the military council. However, as the people of Myanmar 
continue their Spring Revolution, the positions of Myanmar's 
neighbours remain unclear. 

 This issue of the Burma News International (BNI) - Myanmar 
Peace Monitor (MPM) Weekly News Review focuses on the 
approaches of Myanmar's neighbours, including China, Thailand, 
India, and Bangladesh, to the situation in Myanmar.

China's moves 

 Three weeks prior to the military coup in Myanmar, Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with Senior General Min Aung 
Hlaing (the current coup leader) in Nay Pyi Taw. Following the 
coup, Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Wang Wenbi 
formally denied accusations that the Chinese government 
supported the coup and that there were tacit agreements. At 
a closed-door meeting of the United Nations Security Council 
on 4 February 2022, the representative of the Chinese 
government opposed proposals to impose sanctions on the 
Myanmar military regime.

 China's connection to Myanmar, through their extended 
shared border, has given them influence over successive 
Myanmar governments in matters such as peace process, 
politics, economy, and Chinese people affairs. As a result, China 
has a vested interest in Myanmar, with significant investments 
in the country.

 During a meeting with ASEAN Envoy on Myanmar Foreign 
Minister Prak Sokhonn in Bagan on 2 December 2022, Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi stated that China encouraged 
Myanmar to restart the democratic transition process and return 
power to the people. However, during the "China-Myanmar 
Cooperation Forum on China-Myanmar Economic Cooperation" 
held on the same day at the Union of Myanmar Federation of 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (UMFCCI) meeting hall 
in Yangon, the Chinese Embassy in Myanmar urged Chinese 
companies to invest in the country.
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 On 15 February 2023, Mizzima News published an article 
titled "China Provides Myanmar Dictator with Fighter Jets to 
Bomb Civilians." The article claimed that the military council 
had procured several FTC-2000G fighter jets from China and 
received the first batch of six fighter jets, known as Mountain 
Eagles, by June 2022.

 BNI-Myanmar Peace Monitor (MPM) has collected data 
showing that the Myanmar military has increased its air strikes 
since the military coup, with 270 days of air strikes recorded 
as of 8 February 2023. (It is worth noting that given the number 
of air strikes per day being counted as two to three times, the 
actual number of air strikes may be as high as 500.)

The Thai government's relations with   
the Myanmar regime

 On 29 January 2023, Thai authorities arrested 94 Myanmar 
nationals, including children and adults, along with a guide, in 
Kanchanaburi District in northwestern Thailand. They were 
apprehended while hiding in a forest in Thong Pha Phum 
Township, with 63 men, 24 women, six children, and a guide 
among them, according to reports from the Democratic Voice 
of Burma (DVB). In a separate incident, Thai authorities also 
arrested 30 people from Myanmar who were working in three 
factories in Ranong District with incorrect identification 
documents.  

 Following the coup, Myanmar has plunged into a severe 
economic crisis and has faced increasing security threats. The 
ongoing civil war has led to the displacement of millions of 
people, with some forced to flee to neighboring countries in 
search of a way out of their economic difficulties. Thailand, 
with its long territorial border with Myanmar, has become a 
popular destination for Myanmar migrants seeking refuge.
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 The safety and protection of Myanmar nationals residing 
in Thailand is a cause for concern, as they may not be receiving 
adequate support. Joseph DeVincentis, the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) representative in Thailand, 
expressed apprehension on 29 November 2022, stating that 
the Thai government had consistently refused access to 
temporary refugee camps, which are accommodating thousands 
of refugees from Myanmar. This raises questions about the 
level of support and assistance being provided to these refugees 
and their living conditions.

 On 22 December 2022, the Thai government extended an 
invitation to the Myanmar military regime, which has become 
increasingly isolated from much of the ASEAN community, to 
participate in an "open-ended consultative meeting on the 
situation in Myanmar" in Bangkok. The informal meeting was 
attended by Foreign Minister U Wunna Maung Lwin, Investment 
and Foreign Economic Relations Minister Dr. Kan Zaw, and 
International Cooperation Minister U Ko Ko Hlaing of the 
Myanmar military council, along with a few representatives 
from Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam.

 On 29 June 2022, Lt-Gen Apichet Suesat, the chief of the 
3rd Army in northern Thailand, met with Senior General Min 
Aung Hlaing in Nay Pyi Taw as part of the 34th Myanmar-Thai 
Regional Border Committee meeting held in Taunggyi over two 
days. Similarly, on 19 January 2023, Chalermpol Srisawat, Chief 
of Defence Forces of the Royal Thai Armed Forces, met with 
the military council leader during the 8th High Level Committee 
Meeting between Myanmar and Thailand, which took place at 
Ngapali Beach in Thandwe Township, Arakan State. 

 The government of Thailand and its military leaders have 
maintained regular contact with the military chief of Myanmar, 
despite the human rights abuses and political turmoil in the 
country. However, their relationship has been marred by 
criticism, as Thailand has been accused of remaining silent 
when bombs dropped by regime fighter jets landed on the Thai 
side along the border.
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Neighboring Laos

 Lao Foreign Minister Saleumxay Kommasith attended the 
Bangkok meeting on 22 December 2022 at the invitation of 
the Thai government. Moreover, along with Thai, Cambodia, 
and Vietnam, Laos foreign minister was also present at the 7th 
Lancang-Mekong Cooperation (LMC) Meeting co-chaired by 
Myanmar and China in July 2022 in Bagan.

 The Lao government, which is strongly influenced by China, 
has maintained close cooperation with the Myanmar military 
regime, similar to China's position. The two governments have 
collaborated on issues such as drug trafficking, human 
trafficking, and migrant workers in the Golden Triangle area, 
where the borders of Thailand, Laos, and Myanmar meet.

Furthermore, Laos participated in a four-day joint patrol along 
the Mekong River that started on 15 January 2023, along with 
China, Thailand, and Myanmar. However, since the military 
coup, the government of Laos has not expressed any empathy 
or support to the people of Myanmar, who are currently facing 
the coup attempt by the military council.

Bangladesh's priority 

 The government of Bangladesh has had frequent contact 
with the Myanmar military regime regarding the repatriation 
of hundreds of thousands of refugees who have fled their 
homes due to the "area clearance operations" by the Myanmar 
Army in Maungdaw District, northern Arakan State. Despite 
these efforts, new refugees continue to emerge on the 
Bangladeshi side due to ongoing clashes in the area.

 Recently, on 18 January 2023, an entire refugee camp was 
set on fire during a clash between the Arakan Rohingya 
Salvation Army (ARSA) and Rohingya Solidarity Organization 
(RSO) on the zero line between Myanmar-Bangladesh border, 
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forcing thousands of refugees to seek safety. The Bangladeshi 
villagers from the Kutupalaung camp reported this incident to 
The Irrawaddy News.

 Moreover, on the evening of 26 August 2022, the military 
council called in air support during an intense clash with the 
Arakan Army (AA) at the strategic hill base in Hka Maung Seik 
in northern Maungdaw Township. During the fighting, two 
mortar shells fired by the regime troops fell on Bangladeshi 
territory, and the military council's ambassador was summoned 
by the Foreign Ministry of Bangladesh to explain the incident. 
In response, Bangladesh sent a letter of strong protest against 
the incident and warned that such incidents should not happen 
again.

 While the Bangladeshi government has condemned the 
atrocities and human rights violations during the military coup 
in Myanmar, it has maintained interaction with the military 
regime regarding the situation of refugees and security issues 
in the country.

India: A democracy that cannot afford to 
renounce the dictatorship

 Indian authorities withdrew their permission for a rally 
against the death penalty imposed by the Myanmar military 
council on 88th Generation student’s leader Ko Kyaw Min Yu, 
also known as Ko Jimmy, former MP Ko Zeyar Thaw, Ko Hla 
Myo Aung and Ko Aung Thura Zaw, to be held in New Delhi. 
on 5 February 2023, Manipur State Police arrested 10 Myanmar 
nationals working in a handloom workshop in Vaal ward of 
Newlanka in Churachandpur District, India. On 27 January, the 
Manipur state government arrested more than 80 refugees 
from Myanmar who had sought refuge in Laiching and New 
Salbung villages in Moreh town.
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 The safety and well-being of Myanmar refugees who have 
fled the civil war in their country are a concern, given the 
questionable security and protection provided by both local 
and federal Indian authorities. Moreover, the increasing 
frequency of interactions between the Indian government and 
the military council has raised questions about India's stance 
on the ongoing situation in Myanmar.

 According to Indian Foreign Minister Jaishankar, dealing 
with the military council cannot be avoided due to ongoing 
border issues such as organized crime, the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and Indian rebels in Myanmar.  The world's second most 
populous country and largest democracy remains reluctant to 
pressure and marginalize the military dictatorship in Myanmar.

 Justice for Myanmar - a covert activist group - announced 
on 19 Jan that Indian company Tonbo Imaging is supporting 
weapons production for the military council's forces through 
the military council's Directorate of Defense Industries (DDI).

Review

 The Chinese government has had significant contact with 
the military council since the coup, and has marginalized Spring 
Revolution forces such as the National Unity Government (NUG) 
and National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC). China seems 
to have only engaged with the military regime and associated 
businesspeople for its own interests, while ignoring the voices 
of the people of Myanmar who have been resisting the military 
coup.

 It can be said that the Thai government is navigating a 
delicate balancing act between the demands of the Chinese 
and American governments, while also addressing the needs 
of Myanmar nationals residing in the country for various 
reasons. Those who have fled to Thailand from Myanmar due 
to the civil war, as well as those who have entered illegally, 



Issue 92 , February 8 - 14 , 2023 9

mmpeacemyanmar.org

would not be experiencing such hardship and suffering if the 
Thai government had better managed the humanitarian 
assistance provided by international governments and agencies 
with genuine intentions.

 The Bangladesh government has been vocal in condemning 
the human rights violations committed by the military council 
in Myanmar. However, its focus has been primarily on the 
repatriation of Rohingya refugees who have fled to Bangladesh 
due to persecution in Myanmar. As a result, it has shown little 
interest in the ongoing Spring Revolution and the plight of the 
people of Myanmar in their struggle against the military coup. 
Similarly, the Indian government has shown indifference 
towards the Spring Revolution and the people of Myanmar who 
are struggling against the military coup. Its focus has been 
primarily on the security of the Indian border and economic 
interests in Myanmar. Meanwhile, the Indian federal government 
is closely monitoring the steps taken by the Chinese government 
to exert its influence on the Myanmar military council.

 In summary, China, Thailand, Bangladesh, Laos, and India 
- Myanmar's neighboring countries - are closely observing the 
conflict between the military regime and the Spring Revolution 
forces, assessing the possibility of a victory or defeat for both 
sides. However, they remain doubtful about the likelihood of 
the military dictatorship being overthrown and a federal 
democratic union being established, which is the ultimate goal 
of the Spring Revolution. 

 Therefore, it's crucial for the Spring Revolution forces to 
demonstrate greater unity and collaboration amongst 
themselves. Neighbors will play a big role in bringing 
international humanitarian aid to the war-stricken population 
in Myanmar. The Spring Revolution forces should begin to take 
a serious approach toward neighboring countries that are 
"picking the right horse" by assessing the possibility of victory 
or defeat for both sides.

The Spring Revolution 
forces should begin to 
take a serious approach 
toward neighboring 
countries that are 
"picking the right horse" 
by assessing the 
possibility of victory or 
defeat for both sides.
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Clashes occurred between military council 
troops and local PDFs in Yinmabin, Kanbalu, 
Salingyi, Kawlin, and Sagaing Townships, 
killing 14 junta soldiers and nine resistance 
fighters. In addition, seven regime soldiers 
were killed in attacks in Monywa and 
Yinmabin Townships. On 13 February, PDF 
members shot and killed a retired junta 
captain near Taungphila ward in Yinmabin. 
Nine locals were killed by indiscriminate 
artillery fire and killings by regime troops in 
Sagaing, Kalay, Indaw, and Kawlin 
Townships. In addition, arson attacks by 
junta forces on civilian houses in Khin-U 
and Katha Townships forced more than 
12,000 people to flee.

Sagaing Region

  On 11 February, artillery shells fired by military council 
troops struck a house in Ngapwaylay village, killing a 
30-year-old woman and her one-and-a-half-year-old 
daughter on the spot. Also on 13 February, a 25-year-old 
PDF comrade was killed and two others were slightly 
wounded. Regime troops entered the villages of Seiktu, 
Twinkyutaw, and Tar one by one and torched the houses.
  On 10 February, junta soldiers stopped the Yan Gyi 
Aung Express bus, which runs between Shwebo, Mandalay, 
Monywa, and Zigon, at the Ayeyarwady Bridge in Tagaung 
ward and confiscated 56 guerrilla shirts, 55 trousers, and 
88 black shirts bearing the PSF logo, and also arrested the 
driver Ko Wai Phyo Aung and his assistant Ko Tun Tun 
Lwin.

To
ta

l no of days of Fighting

6Days

No.of Days of Clashes
0 - 0
0 - 1
1 - 2
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Kachin State

  In Hpakant Township, a civilian from 
Hmawsisar village was arbitrarily murdered by a 
military council soldiers carrying out ambush 
patrol. Also, on 13 Februar at about 11 pm, regime 
soldiers shot three women returning to their 
homes on motorcycles from a night market, killing 
a 20-year-old girl named Ma Khan Mai.
  On 12 February, a civilian from Aung Mingalar 
ward was killed when Nanmar-based No. 368 
Artillery Unit fired artillery indiscriminately without 
any fighting at the time. On 13 February, the 
regime soldiers arrived while the bereaved 
families and residents listened to the sermons at 
the food offering for the monks for the benefit of 
the deceased. They confiscated the body, claiming 
they were not allowed to bury it, and arrested 
about 20 attendants.

Clashes occurred between military council 
and KIA in Mansi and Waingmaw 
Townships, killing 10 regime soldiers. On 
12 February, a local man was killed by 
indiscriminate artillery fire from regime 
troops. In addition, a local woman from 
Hmawsisar village in Longhkin village 
tract in Hpakant Township was killed by 
indiscriminate gunfire from military 
council soldiers.

To
ta

l no of days of Fighting

2Days

No.of Days of Clashes

0 - 0
0 - 1
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Clashes occurred between military council 
troops and PDFs in Yesagyo, Myaing, and 
Pakokku Townships, killing 12 regime 
soldiers. In addition, regime soldiers set 
fire to houses in the model village of 
Yesagyo on 12 February, destroying more 
than 70 houses and forcing more than 
15,000 residents to flee to safer locations.

Magway Region

  On 14 February, military council troops arrested 
two travellers in Gangaw Township, accusing them 
of being PDF supporters. The junta soldiers stopped 
and checked a car travelling from Mandalay to 
Gangaw at the No.1 Ward checkpoint in Gangaw. 
The two men on board, Ko Kaung Min Naing and Ko 
Aung Myo Tun, were taken to Gangaw Myoma Police 
Station for interrogation.
  In the early morning of 12 February, an estimated 
80 regime soldiers entered the model village of 
Yekyo, setting fire to houses and destroying more 
than 70 homes. Due to the junta's intrusion, about 
15,000 residents from Theintaw, Nyaungnipin, 
Nyaunghla, Eaingyi, Pauktaw, Kangyisu, Sinlan, and 
Myosoe, including Yekyo (model) village, had to flee 
to safety. Among the people who had to flee to the 
neighbouring forests were newborns and elderly 
people who were in need of blankets, mosquito nets, 
clothes, food, medicine and medical assistance.

To
ta

l no of days of Fighting

3Days

No.of Days of Clashes

0 - 0
0 - 1
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Mandalay Region

  On 11 February, prison staff at Obo Prison in Mandalay 
assaulted more than 70 political prisoners with sticks and 
slingshots. More than 30 female prisoners were then 
placed in solitary confinement. The incident began when 
prison staff responded rudely when the prisoners requested 
hot water from them.
  In Maha Aungmye Township, military council soldiers 
rammed a young man riding a motorcycle with a car and 
arrested him. About 30 other youths were arrested the 
next day (8 February).
  On 9 February, in Madaya Township, military council 
troops abducted about 40 residents of Shinhla (north) and 
Powa (south) villages to use as human shields after 
clashing with PDF members near the villages.

On 9 February, clashes occurred between military council troops and PDF in Powa (South) village in Madaya 
Township.

To
ta

l no of days of Fighting

1Day

No.of Days of Clashes

0 - 0
0 - 1
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Clashes occurred between military council 
troops and the KNLA from 9 to 14 February. 
On 8 February, a woman from Kyaukphya 
village was killed by indiscriminate artillery 
fire from military council troops in Kawkareik 
Township. In addition, regime artillery shelling 
and airstrikes in the Dawna area of Kawkareik 
Township displaced more than 3,600 people 
from 13 villages near the Thai-Myanmar 
border.

Karen State

  On the night of 8 February, a woman in her sixties named 
Naw Tar Mu Naw was hit by artillery shells fired by military council 
troops under No. 545 Light Infantry Battalion in Kyaukphya 
village in Kyondoe area, Kawkareik Township.
  On the same day, people were wounded when they 
accidentally set fire to an unexploded shell on the road between 
the villages of Hteemeiwahkhee and Hpalu. The victims, a 
60-year-old man and a 5-year-old woman, were seriously injured 
and taken to Mae Sot Hospital on the Thai side.

To
ta

l no of days of Fighting

6Days

No.of Days of Clashes

0 - 0
0 - 6
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Bago Region

  On 13 February, a bomb exploded on 
Platform 1 of Nyaunglebin Station, killing 
two women and injuring nine others while 
they were waiting for the train. The victims 
were identified as Thet Naing Tun, 31, Ma 
Lae Lae Aye, 36, and Ma Nwae Nwae Win, 
42. No group has claimed responsibility for 
the deadly blast.
  On 8 February, military council troops 
fired artillery at Ohnpinsu village in the 
Karen National Union (KNU) Brigade 3 area 
in Kyaukkyi Township, killing two residents, 
injuring four others, and damaging houses. 
Regime troops were positioned at the 
village monastery site from 9 February.

On 7 February, clashes occurred between 
military council troops and the Karen National 
Liberation Army (KNLA) and PDF. On 8 
February, regime troops shelled Ohnpinsu 
village in Kyaukkyi Township with artillery, 
killing two residents. On 10 February, PDF 
members assassinated the administrator of 
Thapyaygyisu village in Paungde Township. 
Also on 12 February, a leader of the junta-
backed Pyu Saw Htee militia named Kyaw Oo 
from Kanyinkyoe village in Kyauktaga 
Township was gunned down by PDF members 
on the road of Kanyinkyoe village. On 13 
February, three people were killed when a 
bomb exploded on Platform 1 of Nyaunglebin 
Station in No.3 Myoma Ward.

To
ta

l no of days of Fighting

1Day

No.of Days of Clashes

0 - 0
0 - 1



Weekly News Review18

Shan State

  On 10 February, the regime's air force 
bombed Wharikhu vil lage in Pekon 
Township on the border between southern 
Shan State and Karenni (Kayah) State, 
damaging the Meidawgu Roman Catholic 
Church and several other buildings. Locals 
said the military council deliberately carried 
out the bombing a day before the feast of 
Our Lady of Lourdes, which is celebrated 
on February 11.
  On 10 February, jutna troops clashed 
with the PDF in Naungcho Township. After 
the clashe, regime soldiers arrested and 
murdered seven innocent civilians and did 
not return their bodies. Air strikes by the 
regime's air force damaged the monastery 
and stupas of Longhkan village, and 
artillery fire destroyed civilians' homes.

Clashes occurred between military 
council troops and the Kachin 
Independence Army (KIA) in Naungcho, 
Kutkai and Pekon Townships, killing 30 
soldiers on the junta side and two on 
the resistance side. The fighting forced 
more than 150 people from four villages 
in Naungcho Township to flee to safety.

ppfaumifpDwyfom; aoqHk;rI jynfolYumuG,fa&;wyfom; aoqHk;rI

To
ta

l no of days of Fighting

8Days

No.of Days of Clashes

0 - 0
1 - 3
4 - 6
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Karenni Kayah) State 

  On 9 February, shrapnel from artillery 
shells fired by military council troops severed 
the left little finger of a young woman and 
slightly injured the left ear of another child in 
Loilenlay township, Loikaw. The victims are Ma 
Bibyar Na, 19, and Maung Lamin Maung 
Maung, 13, who are receiving medical treatment 
at Loikaw Hospital.
  On 25 January, the entire IDP camp in 
eastern Demoso Township, which has nearly 
200 houses, had to flee again and the IDPs are 
in need of shelter. Due to the ongoing junta 
offensives, the IDPs had to flee within a short 
period of time, leaving behind their livestock 
and shelters.
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On 10 February, clashes occurred between 
military council troops and PDF in 
Htaminmasar village in Palaw Township, 
killing five junta soldiers. In addition, seven 
family members of a junta-appointed 
administrator were gunned down by an 
unidentified armed group in Nyaungshinkone 
village, Palaw Township. On 13 February, 
two locals were killed by indiscriminate 
artillery fire and arbitary killings by military 
council troops in the township.

Tanintharyi Region

  On the night of 11 February, the wife and 
children of the junta-appointed administrator of 
Nyaungshingone village, U Myint Aung, were shot 
dead by unidentifed gunmen in the town of Palauk, 
Palaw Township. The killed family members of U 
Myint Aung are Daw Kyin Nwae, 62; Daw Than Than 
Maung, 42; Maung Nay Htet Thein, 17; Maung Zeyar 
Aung, 16; Maung Soe Min Paing, 13; Ma May Zin 
Phyu, 9 and one-year-old Maung Thar Thar. Battalion 
1 of the local PDF - Palaw issued a statement that 
they had nothing to do with the murder.
  In Yebyu Township, junta soldiers arrested five 
local women in their homes in Kanpauk area on 11 
February. Those arrested were Daw Mi Than Kywe 
and her daughter Ma Ywet Nu Aung, as well as Daw 
Cho Cho Aung, Daw Mar Wai and Daw Than Than 
Soe.

To
ta

l no of days of Fighting

1Day

No.of Days of Clashes

0 - 0
0 - 1
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Clashes occurred between military council 
troops and PDF in Thaton and Kyaikto 
Townships, killing five regime soldiers. On 
10 February, a novice from Mawtkanin 
village was killed by indiscriminate artillery 
fire from regime troops in Ye Township.

ppfaumifpDwyfom; aoqHk;rI t&yfom;aoqHk;rI

Mon State 

  On 12 February, a guerrilla-like joint force 
of the KNLA attacked the Wiyaw police station 
in Thaton Township. Regime troops then fired 
artillery at Michaungaing village. The village 
monastery was hit and two monks and a novice 
were injured.
  On 10 February, artillery shells from the 
junta's artillery unit stationed in Mawtkanin 
village struck the east and west yards of 
Susimyaing village monastery in Ye Township, 
killing a 10-year-old novice and a monk in his 
sixties.

To
ta

l no of days of Fighting

2Days

No.of Days of Clashes

0 - 0
0 - 1
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Ayeyarwady Region

  Prison staff at Pathein Prison have reportedly been 
fraudulently extorting money from political prisoners and their 
families. These prison staff, from the rank of prison warden down 
to other lower ranks, have extorted money by telling lies and 
claiming that they must pay money to the prison warden to be 
relieved of hard labour, not to be transferred to other prisons, 
and to be given better food and housing conditions.
  On 13 February, Sa Thein Zaw Min, a member of the Karen 
Literary and Cultural Committee who had been arrested by the 
military council in Einme Township, was brought to court and 
charged under sections (50)(52)(a) of the Counter-Terrorism 
Law. When he appeared in court, he showed signs of being 
beaten. Previously, he had reportedly been tortured during 
interrogation in Pathein, and one eye was red and his vision 
impaired.
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Yangon Region

  On 9 February, a military court sentenced Maung Hein 
Chet, an 18-year-old tenth grade student at No. (1) Basic 
Education High School, to life imprisonment under Section 
505 (a) of the Penal Code and 50 (j) of the Counter-
Terrorism Law. He was arrested on 30 November 2022, 
while participating in a public campaign in Mayangone 
Township.
  Insein Prison authorities locked political prisoners Daw 
Wah Wah Win and Ma Noble Ni Ni Htwe in solitary 
confinement for two weeks for pointing out the prisoners' 
conditions during an inspection by prison authorities.
  Daw Wah Wah Win was sentenced to two years in 
prison by the Insein Prison Court under Section 505(b) of 
the Penal Code and to five years in prison by the Eastern 
District Court under the Counter-Terrorism Law. The North 
Okkalapa Township Court also charged him with vandalism 
of public property under Section 61. Ma Noble Ni Ni Htwe 
is also a political prisoner serving time in Insein Prison on 
Section 505 (b) of the Penal Code and other charges.
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Arakan State

  On 14 February, junta soldiers arrested police 
inspector Win Khaing from the aungoke Township 
police station. He was arrested in the line of duty 
in charge of the Taungpawgyi checkpoint on the 
Taungoke-Yangon Road and taken to the junta 
army's No. 5 Division.
  On 8 February, two soldiers who had deserted 
the junta army shot fishermen from Htoochay 
village in Myebon Township. One of them was hit 
in the thigh and went missing, while the other 
was pushed into the water and managed to 
escape alive.
  Military council soldiers and their families 
dismantled houses in Tinma village in Kyauktaw 
Township that had not yet been burned down and 
took the leftover wood, galvanised iron sheets 
and household appliances with a car.
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Chin State

  In Mindat Township, a 10-year-old child was killed 
by gunfire from military council soldiers. On 8 February, 
junta troops and Chinland Defence Force (CDF) - 
Mindat clashed near the checkpoint in Ashaepyin ward 
in Mindat, killing two junta policemen and injuring two 
others. After the clash, regime soldiers fired 
indiscriminately at residential areas and set fire to 
houses of civilians who were in their rear.
  On 10 February, the Paletwa Township General 
Administration Department sent a notification to IDP 
camps in urban areas of the city, communicating its 
plans for the military council to dismantle the camps 
and requesting information on families who wish to 
return to their original residences, those who wish to 
move to property purchased at their own expense, and 
those who wish to remain in the camps.

Clashes occurred betwen military council 
troops and local Chin defense forces in 
Mindat, Thantlang, Paletwa, and Matupi 
Townships, killing 21 regime soldiers and 
one ethnic resistance fighter. In addition, 
on 8 February, a 10-year-old child was 
killed by the indiscriminate shooting of a 
junta troops in Mindat Township. ppfaumifpDwyfom; aoqHk;rI jynfolYumuG,fa&;wyfom; aoqHk;rI
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  Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar bin Ibrahim said on 10 

February, during his first state visit to Thailand, that Myanmar 

should be expelled from ASEAN if Myanmar's problems affect the 

other 10 ASEAN member countries. He went on to say that 

Myanmar's military dictators should stop brutally torturing, 

discriminating, and humiliating their citizens and that no country 

in the modern era should ever continue with discriminatory 

policies, marginalization of its people, or intimidation or worse, 

violence against its own people.

  Although analysts may not know exactly what Mr. Anwar 

meant by expelling Myanmar from ASEAN, the Prime Minister of 

Malaysia, along with five other ASEAN members, also signed a 

proposal in March 2021 calling for the termination of Myanmar's 

membership in ASEAN unless the military council forces release 

all political prisoners and return power to a civilian government. 

International
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To date, ASEAN has not allowed Myanmar's military leader to 

attend its high-level meetings. Instead, the regional bloc has 

consistently pushed for the implementation of the ASEAN Five-

Point Consensus.

  During his trip to Bangkok, Anwar called on Thailand to play 

a greater role in resolving the crisis in Myanmar, which has been 

plunged into political turmoil by the military coup. However, the 

Thai government has maintained normal relations with the military 

regime in Myanmar and has been criticized internationally for 

defending the country's internal turmoil and atrocities during the 

military coup.

  Analysts said that Indonesian Acting President Joko Widodo's 

statement that Indonesia will send a former senior military general 

to Myanmar to resolve the impasse in Myanmar will not work. 

Analysts say Indonesia's plan to send a former general could be 

a sign that the Myanmar military, like the Indonesian military, 

wants to withdraw from politics in an orderly manner.

  Mr. Sasakawa, Japan's special envoy to Myanmar and 

president of the Nippon Foundation, pointed out that if the current 

situation in Myanmar continues, martial law will last much longer 

and that the problem cannot be solved by apportioning blame 

from afar. In an interview with a Japanese news agency on 13 

February, he also suggested that ASEAN should open an ASEAN 

office in Myanmar until the conflict is resolved.

  Singapore's Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan, speaking 

at Singapore's parliament on 14 February, commented on the 

report of the Special Advisory Council on Myanmar, saying that 

Singapore is a major transit point for the export of a large number 

of goods, including raw materials for the manufacture of military 

equipment, to the Myanmar military council, that Singapore has 
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not sold arms to Myanmar for a long time, and that the sale of 

arms is prohibited.

  The National Unity Government (NUG) officially opened an 

embassy on 15th Street in Washington, and the opening ceremony 

was attended by the U.S. Assistant Secretary of State representing 

the U.S. government. U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Uzra Zeya, 

who attended the opening of the NUG office, said that the actions 

of the military regime in Myanmar are unacceptable and that she 

would continue to be a partner with the NUG. NUG leaders 

assessed that the U.S. government has begun to increase its 

formal engagement with the NUG and that there are good 

opportunities to build strong relationships with Washington and 

the U.S. Parliament. The NUG has also opened offices in South 

Korea, Japan, Norway, France, Australia, and the United Kingdom.

U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State Uzra Zeya, 
who attended the 
opening of the NUG 
office, said that the 
actions of the military 
regime in Myanmar
are unacceptable and 
that she would 
continue to be a 
partner with the NUG.
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Remark: 

References and news sources for 
the 'What Happened This Week' 
section are from local and foreign 
news agencies as well as 15 
media organizations of Burma 
News International - BNI.


