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APPEAL BY THE CARDINALS OF ASIA TO ALL CONCERNED IN MYANMAR
FOR PEACE AND RECONCILIATION

STATEMENT

It is with deep sadness and great distress that we have been following the events in
Myanmar. There is too much anger, too much violence, too much blood shed, too much
suffering and pain inflicted on a peace-loving populace which only seeks unity, harmony, and
an opportunity for progress in freedom.

There have been repeated appeals for calm from the highest quarters. The United
Nations Security Council unanimously appealed for a de escalation of violence. Pope Francis
has made repeated appeals for peace, harmony, and justice. The Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) has called for “Dialogue, Reconciliation and Return to Normalcy.”

We, the Cardinals of Asia, join in making a fervent appeal to all concerned: the
military, the politicians, the demonstrators, all religious leaders and the Church: PEACE,
PEACE, PEACE. Peace 1s possible. Peace 1s necessary.

Please begin a dialogue to find a solution, a way to go ahead. The image of a religious
sister kneeling on the streets of Yangon and pleading for a laying down of arms is etched in
the minds of the world.

The people of Myanmar we know are peace loving and only seeking an opportunity
for progress. They have been law abiding and cooperating with all authorities. At the moment
they only seek harmony and end to violence.

Asia is a continent of peace and of hope, of warm family bonds. We are one family.
All of us want to help you. But you must begin at home. Peace is possible!

And so to our dear brother Cardinal Bo we say: We are with you. We share your pain
and anguish. We join you as you lead your people in prayer to God for a speedy resolution of
the conflict, and for light to all to see the way towards a solution. Violence is never a solution;
force is never a solution. It only gives rise to more pain and suffering, more violence and
destruction. We earnestly appeal to all religious leaders in Myanmar to join us in this prayer
for peace, in this appeal for peace and in making efforts for peace.

We pray to Mother Mary to whom the people of Myanmar and all of us have special
devotion. Mother, intercede for the people of Myanmar, for the country of Myanmar. Bring
them back the peace they so much deserve and are crying out for. Guide them back to the path
of freedom on which they were moving recently.

God bless Myanmar. God bless Asia.
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His Eminence Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith
Archbishop of Colombo, Sri Lanka &
Vice President of FABC
(Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences)
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His Eminence Thomas Aquino Cardinal
Manyo Maeda
Archbishop of Osaka
Catholic Bishops' Conference of Japan
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His Eminence Cornelius Cardinal Sim
Vicar Apostolic of Brunei
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His Eminence Orlando B. Cardinal
Quevedo, OMI
Archbishop Emeritus of Cotabato, Philippines
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His Beatitude George Cardi.;lal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar
Church
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His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Thottunkal

Major Archbishop of the - Syro-Malankara
Ecclesiastical Traditions
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His Eminence Oswald Cardinal Gracias
Archbishop of Bombay, India &
President of CBCI

(Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India)
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His Eminence Francis Xavier Cardinal
Kriengsak Kovithavanij

Archbishop of Bangkok & President of CBCT
(Catholic Bishops' Conference of Thailand)
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His Eminence Ignatius Cardinal Suharyo
Archbishop of Jakarta & President of KWI
(Konferensi Waligereja Indonesia)
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His Eminence John Cardinal Tong Hon
Bishop Emeritus of Hong Kong &
Apostolic Administrator of Hong Kong
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His Eminence Patrick Cardinal D'Rozario,
CS.C.
Archbishop Emeritus of Dhaka, Bangladesh

His Eminence Louis-Marie Cardinal Ling
Mangkhanekhoun, I.V.Dei

Apostolic Vicar of Paske, Laos &

President of CELAC (Catholic Bishops’
Conference of Laos & Cambodia)

4/F, Holy Cross Centre

72 Yiu Hing Road, Sai Wan Ho
Hong Kong SAR

Website: www.fabc.org



