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26 March 2020
KNU Statement Concerning the COVID-19 Pandemic

The rapid spreading of the deadly Coronavirus (COVID-19) disease all over the world, has become a
pandemic befalling the entire humanity. With the accelerating spread of this disease in South-East Asian
countries, many countries are prioritising finding a cure and preventative measures in order to control
the spreading. The World Health Organisation (WHO) is advising and urging that in order to stop further
spreading of the disease, there needs to be preventative measures over a designated timeframe, which
includes stopping social activities and travels and the gathering of people. This must be undertaken
effectively by individuals with a sense of responsibility and accountability.

The Karen National Union (KNU) recognises that prevention of the pandemic is an emergency national
security issue. Priority has been given to it and preventative measures are being taken. Special attention
and focus is given to the vulnerable ethnic populations and indigenous ethnic communities. The KNU
Department of Health and Welfare (KDHW) has also sent instructions for preventative measures, in
accordance with the WHO guidelines, to all the districts, townships, brigades, battalions down to the
level of companies. The instructions contain the advise issued by WHO, such as social distancing, self-
isolation and self-tests. The KNU will resume normal activities when reliable health-situation reports and
statistical figures show it is safe to do so.

Moreover, in undertaking the effective prevention of the spread of the coronavirus among the public,
the KNU has urged the Government to work in coordination and cooperation with the KNU Department
of Health and Welfare in accordance with provisions of the NCA Chapter (6), Article 25, in the activities
of health awareness education and disease prevention, for the people and indigenous populations in
the KNU ceasefire areas.

The KNU warmly welcomes UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres call for a worldwide ceasefire in the
fight to eradicate the virus. Therefore, the KNU calls upon the Government and Tatmadaw to declare a
“Nationwide Ceasefire” without any preconditions.

This action would enable vulnerable IDPs and the institutions providing services to them, are able to
participate in the prevention and eradication of the virus process. Similarly, it would lead to all-inclusive
“National Reconciliation” and bring invaluable support to the Peace Process.

Contacts:
(1) Padoh Saw Kwe Htoo Win (+95 942 219 1941), (+66 818 076 279)
(2) Padoh Saw Tah Doh Moo (+95 979 588 7085), (+66 646 459 113)
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